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REPORT
to aeccompany
RECONNAISSANCE SHEET
Chart 8802
BRISTOL BAY = ALASKA
1947
USC&GS Ship PATHFINDER PROJECT GS-3&7

Forwarded with this report is a section of Chart 8802, on which
has been plotted reconnaissance hydrography in Bristol Bay executed
in accordance with paragraph 171 of the Hydrographic Manual.

The area sounded is that which is normally used by commercial
steamers en route from Unimak Pass to the Kvichak Bay or Nushagak Bay
areas. Northbound vessels follow an inshore route and southbound
vessels an offshore one.

No opportunities were had to control the lines by celestial
observations. Both ends of lines were tied in by visual fixes or
bearings on shore features. These were Amak Island, on the southern
1imit of the lines, Middle Bluff Light in Kvichak Bay, Red Bluff
Light in Egegik Bay, and land features in the vicinity of Port
Moller. No changes of course were made on the runs and the lines
were swung in between fixed positions. With the exception of the
last-run line, courses steered were made good sufficiently for
reconnaissance purposes. On the last-run line considerable set was
noticed to the northward. Indications are that the direction of the
£lood current is about 40° True and the ebb about 220° True.
Currents increase as the head of Bristol Bay is approached and
vessels in this area always allow for expected sets.

Soundings were taken on the NJ-3 fathometer using the fathom
scale. These were reduced for predicted tides of Port Moller and
Protection Point. While depths are relatively shoal, the bottom
is quite flat and appaggaﬁ} ,gpuggpgggs exist in the area covered,
The reported 12-fathom sourdding west of Port Moller was not found.
Discrepancies in crossings may be attributed to the poor control of
the reconnaissance lines.

The shore line along the north side of the Alaska Peninsula
is apparently out of position as evidenced by a comparison of radar
positions obtained between foatures on the north shore and mountain
peaks on the south side of the Peninsula. Vessels navigating the
area should keep well offshore and approach the zhore only with
great caution. This is particularly true at the head of Bristol
Bay where shoals extend some distance offshore in the vicinities of
Egegik Bay and Nushagak Bay. The flatness of the terrain and
general low visibility make the identification of features on shore
very difficult.
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The sounding record and fathograms are forwarded with this
report.

Submitted:

Approved:

Comdr, USC&GS
Chief of Party



Hydrographic Surveys (Chert Division)
HYTROGRAPHIC SURVEY NO.FiEe Npy.5s 1947

Records accompsnying survey:
Roat sheets .....; sounding vols. .}2..; wire drag vols. «.eee
bomb vols. .....; graphlc recorder rolls {....;
spectel reports, etc. ciirieserececcecettcrttiotitiesssecencoane

.....Q.'.'.....0"."0!'000..'0OOCOO..0.00.0"'000.0000"..'.00

The following ststistics will be submitted with the caftog-
repher's report on the sheet:

Number of nositions on sheet ..<2€. @Qéﬂ
otent oheck
Number of positions checked .{?%..p
Number of positions revised .25,

Number of soundings revised 22

(refers to depth only) ssesso
Number of soundings erroneously spsced A

Number of signels erronsously plotted

or trensferred ceveee
Topographic details Time  evveee
Junctlions Time essense
Verification of soundings from brs

graphic record Time - A

Verificstion by..f?*ﬁ..:@?v........Total time .??té? Date .2?%<%ﬁ

- 5/
Reviewed by’ '0"/.% M.—Wl..". Time 5:‘... Dete 5//'/3/1/5

M-2232-1
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NAUTICAL CHARTS BRANCH

SURVEY NO.

F.E, No, 5, 1947

Record of Application to Charts

DATE CHART CARTOGRAPHER REMARKS
24 km AL Fese Z4¢ %% W Verification and Review
/b‘/ ¥§ | 9302~ ,97 WA Bbgp(ﬂf’t‘er Verification and Review
y s
. cz;;aéi.¢'!§£¢¢‘. }7C3<9 2
7/2/NM7 | 9evo Mu J?.ofoﬂa After Verification and Revie
' 7
(4;% / Y ¥ ?Q 0 }/,9 /}’ Before mgiﬁcation and Review
/ | ~ N—-
| /2 15-8%| /338 WM, W MMasadd Before After Verification and Review
7

Before

After

Verification and Review

Before

After

Verification and Review

Before

After

Verification and Review

Before

After

Verification and Review

Before

After

Verification and Review

M-2168-1

A basic hydrographic or topographic survey supersedes all
information of like nature on the uncorrected chart.

Give reasons for deviations, if any, from recommendations
made under ‘‘Comparison with Charts’’ in the Review.
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