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SPECIAL REPORT
HYDROGRAPHIC INVESTIGATION IN MIAMT

A, Project:- Work was done under instructions 22/MFK S-2-SC dated

B, Survey limits and dates:- The investigation was made in the Miami
Harbor Turning Basin between Beacon No, 20 and Buoy No. 18 along the
charted edge of the channel and basin, Work was started on 9 September
and completed on 10 September 1955.

6. Vessel and equipment:~ The survey was made from two Coast Guard
patrol launches Nos. 40540 and 40541. A hand lead, marked in feet from
zéro to thirty four, was used in making soundings,

D, Tide station:- Because of the limited time available before start-
ing hydrography ( see paragraph U ) a tide staff was not established.
Meagurements to the water surface were made from a selected point on the
bulkhead at Pier No, 1, Miami Harbor, dur the survey, This point was
later connected to Tidal Bench Mark 3 (1928) by a level line, and the
half hourly readings reduced to height above mean low water, This
reduction was made using B.M, #3(1928) as 6,83 feet above mean low water,

E, Smooth sheet:- No smooth sheet was made, A sheet sent from the
Washington Office was used as a boat sheet, A preliminary plot was
made to furnish immediately needed information to the Coast Guard ( See
paragreph U ),

F. Control stations:- Stations plotted on the boat sheet were used to
control the hydrography, Inconsistant results led to a questioning of

the positions of fixed beacons used as control signals, Sextant positions,
to plotted triangulation stations, wre made at each beacon used to control
hydrography. These beacons should be replotted before the hydrography is
protracted,

H, Soundings:- Soundings were taken by hand lead. The lead line was
calibrated in feet and was checked at the beginning and end of each day's
work, The leadsman was not experienced in hydrographie sounding, He was
permitted to take soundings as rapidly as he could and the time of each
sounding was noted, In plotting the smooth sheet, the soundings should
be spaced by time interval,

I, Control of hydrgraphys- Three point sextant angles between fixed
objects were used for hydrographiccontrol. Two Coast Guard Officers
observed angles. Nelther was experienced in hydrographic surveying, A
shortage of persomnel made it necessary for the Chief of Party to record and
give general supervision to the leadsmen and anglemen, A Coast Guard :
Officer directed the helmsman in the courses to steer. A preliminary

plot of the work was made at the close of the day, .
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'J. Adequacy of survey:- It is believed that the survey is adequate for
the purpose intended.

L, Comparison with prior surveys:- The preliminary plot of this
survey, using predicted tides to reduce soundings, was visually con-
pared with the Nov, 1954 survey made by the U.S.Corps of Engineers,

No significant or appreciable change from that survey was noted. These
surveys are at different scales,

Miami Harbor , Florida , Turning Basin. 5%- 5
Survey 15-30 November 1954, Sheet 20-22,927
Scale 1:2,000 ( Forwarded)

P, Alds to navigation:- The small differences in position of the
beacons, as compared with plotted positions on the sheet, are too
small to be charted, However, this should be checked when the smooth
sheet is made,

U. Miscellaneous:- Paragraph 3 of the instructions called for a
contact with the U.S.Corps of Engineers, This was delayed until Friday
9 September 1955 because the resident engineer was away., Coples of
their surveys in the area both before and after the latest dredging
wore obtained and are forwarded, They had no information on the
reported grounding,

Jortes ,To g,evtemine whether the grounding occured before or after the
, & call was made at the 7th District Headquarters

of the U.S.Coast Guard., The office of the Captain of the Port and the |
office of Marine Inspection needed the name of the veasel and/or the
date of the grounding to find the data on it, This information was not
avallable to the Chief of Party, However, thé Office of Intelligence
was avare that the Executive Officer of the Coast Guard Depot was going
to New Orleans to testufy at a Navel Court.investigating the grounding
of a destroyer in June ot July.

The Coast Guard had made a hand lead investigation of the area but
had estimated their positions, They welcomed an opportunity to getl more
accurate information and offered to provide equipment and personnel, The
Executive Officer was leaving early on Monday morning and the survey
would have to be made at once,

Since the Ship SCOTT had meither the equipment nor the persomnel
to make the survey called for in the instructions, the cooperation of
the Coast Guard was welconed,
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Sextants and protractor, a sounding volume, and the boat sheet were
obtained from the SCOTT, A man was detailed to read a tide staff. A
call was made at the Harbor Masters Office to learn that they did not
have a staff in the port area, Because no time was available to construct
and install a staff, the man was given a steel rule and instructed to
measure down to the surface of the water from an identifiable point on
the bulkhead at Pier No, 1, Miami Harbor, This point was later connected
by levels to a tidal bench mark on the pler, The level and rod were
borrowed from the U.S.Corps of Engineers,

Coast Guard persomnel were detailed to assist in the survey. Two
Coast Guard Officers, Lt, A, Stanzak and Ens, J.B, Tofias, took lefi and
right angle, An enlisted man was detailed as leadsman with a second
enlisted man to assist, The Chief of Party was required to record, and
at the close of the work, protract the positions, The helmsman was
instructed as to approximate lines to rum,

Heavy afternoon rains prevented the completion of the survey
"Friday afternbon,

On Saturday, Lt.H.W.Pagel, U.5.C.G., was detailed to take right angle
and Lt, Stanzak instructed the helmsman in lines to run. The Chief of
Party recorded and attempyed to protract some positions,

Some inconsistancies were noted, so sextant positions were taken at
each of the fixed aids used as hydrographl signals.

When Lt. Stanzak thought that the investigation covered the area
required for his testimony, the survey was concluded. A preliminary -
plot was made, and furnished to Lt, Stanzak for his use in New Orleans,

i

Respectfully submitted

e € Ao,

George E, “orris, Jr.
Cdr,, U.S.C.& G.S.

- Cormanding Officer
Ship SCOTT

14 September 1955
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26 Avgust 1955

Tos Commanding Officer
USC&CS Ship SCOTY
P. 0. Box 487
¥iami 3, Florida

Subject: INSTRUCTICHSw.INVESTICGATION OF CROUKDIRG
IN MIAMI HARBOR TURNIRG BASIN

1, A reported grounding wi the turning in Mismi
Harbor in approximate latitude 47, longitude 10,8 has
been received from the U, S, Coast CGuard,

2, An investigation ia desired, prior to your departure from Miami,
of the area shown on a section of chart 547 being furnished to you,

3. The Corps of Imgineers, U, &, Army shall be contacted to
ascertain if recent surveys have been made by that agency in the
area of the grounding, Copies of any surveys by the U, 8, Mngineers
ghall be furnished to this office,

4., A boat sheet on a scale of 1:2,500, copies of geographic
positions, desoriptions of stations, and a triangulation sketch are
being furnished, Additional comirol is not necesaary.

5. A tide staff shell be installed and connected to three
bench marks by leveling and read at half-hour intervals while the
survey is in progress, Copies of bench mark data ave being furnighed,

6, All work shall be accomplished in accordance with standard
practices, the Hydrographic Menusl, and Hydrographic Imstruction 2,
7. The records for this investigation shall be sent to the
Office in the form of a special report at an early date
after the completion of field work,

8, = Receipt of these instructicns shall be acknowledged,

(Signe_d) H. Arnold Karg
Enclosure

ce, Tempa District Officer
Chart Division (80-83)

b2 >




Commissioned Officers less
Bldg 111, U.S.Naval Station
New Orleams 14, Louisiana
21 September 1355

- n 3
Dear lr. Edmos®ton,

L hope that this reaches you without undue delay in spite of
the address on the envelope and if I have mispelled your name, I
apologize for I have been doing a lot of scribbling in the past few
weeke and cannot always read my own writing when it gets cold.

L greatly appreciate the assistance which you gave me when I
needed help since your position carries no obligation to worry about
Yaval Officers vho get themselves into trouble. I thought that you
would be interested to know the results and to know that your efforts
and the information which you supplied were of great value to re.

I did not come off clean but I am in as good a position as could
otherwvise be expected as a result.

I was acquitted of a specification of not seeing that an accur-
ate running plot was maintained at all times but found guilty on a
specification which was so peculiarly worded that the mere fact that
the ship was damaged demanded a finding of gullty. Neither the court,
my counsel, or myself feels that the specification will stand up upon
review because of its wording. However, for the present, 1 am guilty
of that specification and therefore of the charge. The sentence was
the loss of 290 numbers but that is heavy yet comparatively mild when
considered against the loss of comsand and having a court in my
service record.

Tne photostats which I got from you showed that the buoy wes
farther back on the shoal- atrone time than it is shown on the chart.
A check in July showed that it was further back on the shoal tian
shovn on the chart. ®Where it was in the meantime is anyone's guess
as it could have been moved all over the place without anyone's knov-
inge The survey which you had specially made shows that the haroor
is as charted but it was revealing to me as 1t finally clarified in
my own mind how the damage was sustainéd. There is one 11 foot area
with deeper surrounding areas right at the edde of the charted shoal.
With the buoy north of its position, I thought that I had more room,
by eye, than I did and undoubtedly scraped that 11 foot area and
drifted on back into the channel from the original momentum of the
ship and the outgoing time. The exec of the Coast Guard Base brought
the copy of the work sheet to me on the first day of the trial so I
had it in plenty of time. I could not use it at the trial as it did
not sr»ecifically prove anything in my defense but I xept the Coast
Guard Officer here as an expert witness since he was there at the time
of the survey and knows the area thoroughly. I feel that his testi-
mony &8 an expert witness was one of the most valuable things in my
defense.

If you ever hear anyone say that the officials of mashington
Offices are efficient but cold-hearted, I'll be glad to step.up and
brand the statenent as a lie. In the three days that I was there, I
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received a warm welcome wherever I went and everyone was most anxious
to help even though it was an extra burden on them. I am especially
grateful to you and Mr. Richardson, not only for the help which you
gave me which had a direct bearing on the case, but for the short
course in chart making which gave me a much better understanding of
the problems in making them and thus gave me a greater knowledge of
how to get the most out of them when using them. I think that such
infornation would be a valuable lecture in any service school that

is training naval officers.

Again, my greatest appreciation for your efforts on my behalf.

Sincerely

H-. T, Bagﬁ“

Lieutenant-Commander Richard T. Bagg Jr., 207018/1100, USK



Review of Fe Eo 4 (1955)

Investigation of Grounding in Mismi Turning Basln.

As stated in the Descriptive Report the soundings obtained
were plotted on a sheet furnished the Coast Guerd. These sound-
ings together with a survey made by the Corps of Engineers, Bp.
52076 served the purpose of the investigation. No changes were
revealed which would affect the information charted from the
blueprint. It is therefore deemed unnecessary to plot the
soundings in this area for an office record. The position of
the sounding lines are shown on the attached sheet.

Reviewed by,
. R. H. Carstens, 9/27/55



Hydrographic Surveys (Chert Division)
HYDROGRAPEIC SURVEY NO. Fs.Es L, (1955)

Records accompenying survey:
Poat sheets «de..; sounding vols. .t...; wire drag vols. ...}
bomb vols. .....; graphic recorder rolls .e.e..;
specisl reports, etc. .arRescriptive rerort, ,and, 1-Vol. Wye Leveling.,

The following stetistics will be submitted with the cartog-
rapher's report on the sheet:

" Number of nositions on sheet : secese
Number of posltions checked erecee
Number of positions revised ‘ cecons
Number of soundings revised

(refers to depth only) eessen
Number of soundings erroneously spaced cescee .
Number of signels erroneously plotted

or trensferred .- )
Topographic deteils ‘ Time cevsse
Junctions Time cescve

Verificetion of soundings from
gzraphic record Time cevsse

‘rerification b;v‘.'....'....‘.......QTotal time e o 0 0 00 Date o e o0 0 00

: . 27/ <”
Reviewed by..ygézi%%f:zi$b%¥4Z2;§$A..... Time «¢..00s Dote ?:. .:15

M-2232-1
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Grounding Investigation
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NAUTICAL CHARTS BRANCH

SURVEY NO. 7,2, No, 4 (1955)

Record of Application to Charts

DATE

CHART

CARTOGRAPHER

REMARKS

Before

After

Verification and Review

Before

After

Verification and Review

Before

After

Verification and Review

Before

After

Verification and Review

Before

After

Verification and Review

Before

After

Verification and Review

Before

After

Verification and Review

Before

After

Verification and Review

Before

After

Verification and Review

Before

After

Verification and Review

A basic hydrographic or topographic survey supersedes all
information of like nature on the uncorrected chart.

Give reasons for deviations, if any, from recommendations
made under ‘‘Comparison with Charts’’ in the Review.





