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Comparison between Circle Calibration at Platform CAGC-GI-48-D and 
Platform SH-WD-152-A 

21 June 1979 - CAGC-GI-48-D: 

RUDE - Rl R2 
(1) +a. 05 +IT. 01 
(2) +0.04 ,-0.03 

(Morning) 
(Evening) 

21 June 1979 - SH-WD-152-A: 

RUDE - Rl R2 
(1) +0.04 -0.17 (Morning) 
(2) +0.08~ -0.07 ~ (Evening) 

HECK - Rl R2 
+o.02 +o.03 -
+0.04 -0.03 

HECK - Rl R2 
+o.o5 :ans~ 

0.00 -0.25 ' 

Note that although the calibrations at CAGC-GI-48-D were, by themselves, 
within limits and the calibrations at SH-WD-152-A were, by themselves, 
within limits, the difference between calibrations at the two platforms 
in the R2 rate is excessive. For this reason it was the command's 
decision always to open and c1ose calibration on the same platform. It 
is possible that this discrepancy between calibrations at the two platforms 
is the result of the location of the ARGO station at Venice, although there 
is no positive proof. c ... cw..-

E. ARGO Lane Loss 
There was only one instance of lane loss throughout the entire project 

and it caused no loss of acceptable survey data. The lane loss occurred 
aboard the HECK during severe electrical activity about 25 miles offshore. 
The RUDE suffered no lane loss during the electrical activity. Durinq this 
electrical storm the RUDE was usinganARGO Smoothing Code of 2 and the HECK 
a Smoothing Code of O. 

After this incident, it was decided that both ships would use a Smooth­
ing Code of 2 except at anchor with possible severe weather approaching, 
when a higher Smoothing Code would be used. No other lane loss occurred 
throughout'the remainder of the survey even though severe electrical ac­
tivity was encountered repeatedly. 

F. Su rve~ Dates 
The s ips arrived in Grand Isle, LA on 8 May 1979. Because of problems 

in obtaining permission for installation of our ARGO shore station sites, 
recovery of stations on Towers 48-D and 152-A, installation of a tide gauge 
on Tower CAGC-GI-47-A and various other setbacks, actual wire drag opera­
tions did not begin until 24 May 1979. The project was completed on 31 
July 1979. 

-G. Tide Reducers 
Field processing of the daily work was completed, using predicted 

tides for the reference station at Pensacola, FL, with the following 
correctors applied: 
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Items East of Long. 89°4l'W: 
(Items 160 and 161) 

High Water 
-2 hrs, 22 min 

Low Water 
-2 hrs, 21 m. 

Items West of Long. a9041•w: 
(Items 154,155,156,157,158,159 & 162) 

High Water 
-2 hrs, l 2m. 

H. Junctions and S lits 

Low Water 
-2 hrs, 8 m. 

Ratio 
o.92 

Ratio 
0.92 

T ere were no unct ons during this project, and although there were 
no splits as defined in the Ulm, Wire Drag Manual, it has been the prac­
tice in the past to overlap tne outside of the 1-mile position circle by 
400 feet as described in the above manual for work at 1:20,000 scale. 
This 11 unwritten rule" was again carried out on all items except Item 155. 
On the western-most portion of this 1 NM radius circle, several oil plat­
forms were encountered. Because the closest tower to the circle was 
approximately 600 feet outside the circle, due caution was exercised when 
dragging this section and overlap of about 100 feet outside the circle 
was obtained. It was the command's decision that this was sufficient, 
since no large tanker would approach any closer to these towers. '"•'"""r 

I ncom~ 1 ete "I terns 
All i ems, assigned to this project were completed. 

I. 

J. Current and Winds 
All drags were set up to take maximum advantage of favorable currents 

and winds. Most currents encountered were steady and seldom exceeded 1/2 
knot in velocity. However, heavy run-off from the ~ississippi River 
caused severe westerly rip currents in the vicinity of several items. 
These currents were easily recognized by the difference in color caused 
by the sediment suspended in the run-off water. These currents, often in 
excess of 2 knots, migrated in a north/south direction and their location 
was unpredictable. If these currents were encountered during a drag, the 
drag would eventually have to be aborted because of loss of horizontal 
control and excessive lifts. 

All drags were conducted in conditions of calm or liqht winds for 
two reasons. First, winds in excess of 15 knots make a draq impossible 
to control unless the wind is from astern and second, winds in excess of 
15 knots will create seas of 3'-4', which will usually prohibit effective 
wire drag operations. 

K. Diving Procedures 
Divers were not needed during this survey because no hanqs were 

encountered. 




