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Sir:-

I have the honor to report the completion of the survey of Seal Bay,
which is a small indentation on the West side of Nichols Passage, about
three miles to the Northward of Dall Head, It is about 3/4 of a mile in
) length Yorth and South & 3/8 of a mile in its greatest width.

There is a reef of rocks which bares at low water extending almost
accross 1its face and separating it from the channel. It has two entran-
ces, the Northern one passing through the reef is about 100 yards in
width at low water and is very shoal and foul not more than 2 or 3 feet
of water in it at low tide. The Southern entrance, which is generally
uséd, is close along‘the South shore and is very narrow not being over
30 or 40 feet between the kelp which is very thick and impossible to
penetrate with a boat. There is a rocky ledge which hares at low water ;
‘about 40 yards pff the South point of the entrance and the channel
passes between it and the shore, there seems to be about 9 or 10 feet in
this channel at low water, but it is so narrow and so close to the South
shore and the tidal current runs so strong except at slack water, that

I do not consider it aafe for any but small vessels to enter, for the

slightest sheer would be apt to put you on the beach. | ‘ u// |

,"Gedney" at high water slack but did J
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‘not consider it worth the risk. We found a good, well sheltered anchorage,
and easy of access at any time, in Dall Bay about 2 miles to the South-
ward of Seal Bay, where we set up our tide gauge and remained with the
vessel during the progress of the worka

The only improvements we saw in Seal Bay, wae a partly completed
wharf, and a lane cut through the timber from the wharf up the mountain
side, evidently for the purpose of building a tram-way to the mine, we
saw no one connected with the mine, but heard some blasting up the
mountain side. Inclosed find a tracing of an enlargement of the photo-
graph of Hydrographic Sheet No. i622 on which I have marked in red ink
the location of several rocks not shown on the sheet.

Will forward results of the work as soon as possible., Came over here
to get our mail, laundry, signal lumber, fresh water, and supplies, and

expect to proceed to Kasaan Bay to-morrow.

Very respectfully
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