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Navigation between St, Michael and the Aphoon Entrance.
This sheet covers the course of steamers between St. Mi-

chael and the Aphoon Entrance of the Yukon. As to the ooﬁ%rce

h
entering td¥at mouth and the navigation at the entrance, ref-

erence may be had to the Descriptive Report for the Aghoon

[£2]

nirance Sheet. The iarger river steamboats go around the north
of St. Michael Island and through the'passage.b;iween that
island and Stuart Island.They give the reefs,off Rock Foint,'
a wide berth and after passing between the islands, a straight
course is steered slightly.to the westward of Foint Romanofr,
gggehill op—whteh (540 feetAhigh9 shows, in clear weatherf:ifter
leaving the Pass, as an island in the sea.

The high land of Romanoff stands well'out to sea, from
the higher hills in the coast -range. After clearing the Fass,
between Stuart and St. Michael Islands,a very broad level Flat
commences and extends unpil a po;nt somewhere bLetween Fikmiktal -
ik kiver and Pt. Romanoff is passed, over which,at extremely
low tides, with N.E.winds, scarcely more than four feet can
be carried. Owing to tde protection, from heavy seas, offered

by the great flats which extend for miles sedward, this passage

is, in summer months, safe for the flat-bottomed steamboats

that have to make this passage, although it is about 5c miles
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along anIOpen coast. During severe gales, protection may Le
sought in mouths of the Pikmiktalik and Pastoliak Rivers (for
moderate sized boats) and under the leX of Stuart and St. Mich-
ael Islahds. The most dangerous part of the passage,for river
boats, is the fourteen miles around the north end of St. Micn-
ael Island,which is exposed to deep water swell from the north
and northeast: this can be avoided by going through St. Michael
Canal,which is the route usually taken by all éhe smaller craft
and occasionally by‘someiof the larger,tut it is difficult for
the latter, because of the rocks at the east en%rance, the |
shoals.at .the:west énd.and the sharp bends in the narrow por-
tions of the Canal. Possibly one of the most iumediately ten-
eficial pleces of work that could be ¢ one for the Yukon com- =
merce, from St, Michael, would te some improvement of this Canal

Coming north, from the Aphoon Entrance, after passing Pt..
Romanoff, Crater Mountain, St. Michael Mt., Stevens Mt, and Stu-
art Mt., appear above the horizon and make excellent landmarks
for navigating. Vessels can anchor in the little cove off Steb-
ins (or AtroicB village when it is too rough for river toats
to round the north_end’or St Micgael Island.,
Priftwood.

Quantities of drift wood are found on the west end of St.Mich-
ael lsland and on Stuart Island; much greater than on the shores

Sowpir—of~0f the Delta southf%he Passes: the fuel and in fact -]




(Title and four pages) =

[

all the wood usec by fhe eskimos living between Rocky roint and
Cape Prince of Wales is the drift wood carried by the north-
westerly current from the Yukon River.
cerings sSea Stream.
The foregoing confirm the Specific Gravity Cbservations,
made in June 1£¢3, by this party, which show that the water 5C
miles N, W. from the Kussilvak Mouth is four fifths fresher than

sea water and in the same locality drift wood was constantly

encountered.
uontroli.
ihe oontrol\\of this sheet is the astronouical determination ,

Ly the late Assistant Turner of St. Michael and a triangulation

o

extending frow there to the Aphoon Lntrance, e¢xecuted in 1583,

4 \ .
togather with a new base measurement and astronomical arziwuth.

The triangulation. stations are shown in red.
shoreline,
The shore line for four and one half{ miles N.r, 0f Canal
Fointis from a sextant reconnaissance Ly NI, Derioksoqgnd'from
there to the west end of St Michael #fhe landis frow his szeich.

The balance of the shoreline of Stuart and ot. Michael Islands
was furnished Ly the Office with this projection. It is prop-
able that the shore line of the north side of >tuart Island

should be shifted somewhat as indicated by the dotted red line,

which is based on a tangentxfr om kLgg lsland and on the single
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_Soundings. . ... S

Some of_the soundings on this sheei that wexe plotted from.
compass courSeswandwbaaringswmust e considered rather approx-.
imate in position; where such lines came near better deterwined.

ones, there has.not been.an.at tempt.to use them.

hills and Mountains.

The. heights. of _the . Hills_ and. Mountains, given on the sheet
are determined by vertical angles, in feet, above sea level,

from Camp Eccentric Station. .
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A basie hydrographie or topographic survey supersedes all
information of like nature on the uncorrected chart.

Give reasons for deviations, if any, from recommendations
made under ‘“Comparison with Charts’’ in the Review.
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