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HYDROGKRAPHIC PROJECITION NO 1

SCALE- 1-20,000

The hydrographic survey of St. Michael Bay covéred the body of water
from a line, Whale Island to a low polnt of land, forming S.%. point
of eéntrpnce, to entrance of St. Michael Canal, an arca of about, six
square miles. Hydrographic development was made by a rectangular systém
6f lines about thres hundred fifty metres apart. Additional lines were
run in N.E. part of Bay to locate a steul.barge.which was sunk in j
thé harbor in 1899,

Capt. Hansen of the A,C. Co., the owners of the hargé, Iurnished
but one bearing on the location and an approximate cross bearing by
gtating that the barge was in about threé and onc half fathoms of water?'
" A cargful development was made in this vicinity but w1thout any results. }

An attBmpt was madé to run lines of soundingb in St. Michacl Canal, l
; but owing to the shallow water, only oné ling was carricdd into thé &n~
. trance. |

Véssels approaching 5t. Michael Bay from the N.Ww.,wd pick up Stuart :

and %est Mountains on Stuart Island and then kgg Island.

A good anchorage can be found ahout one half mileé to southward and
eastward of Whale Island in about thrée and onchalf to four and ond |
half fathoms of water. The bottom being a heavy, darkbiue mud, makes
éxcellént holding ground.

A hydrographic survey of this Bay was made in 1899 by the Officers
of thé nevenud Cutter "BRAn"., The results of the laté survey do not show

any pronounced changes. There areé no known dangers to navigation in
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the Bay. The bottom is régular, running from shord to a maxium depth
of three to four fathoms. Th& deéeper water is found on .theé North side

of thé Ray., The prevailing winds while the "Pathfinder" was in St.

Tae \

gMionael Bay or vicinity wered from the sqQuthward and eastward, on savéral

IS

occasions the wind increasing to moderate gales., Sca going vdssols
experlen@%d no trouble of dragging anchors during the galds, Ixcéption-

ally high tidés follow theses southerly gales, thé water being forced up

dnto PBering Ses and inte Norton Sound. Strong nontherly winds havé the

- opposite efidet.

8ty Michaesl heing the diStribUting point for .the Yukon district
and .the U,3. Army posts in N.W. Alaska, ds visiteéd by many vesséls,
both steam and sailing, during the season opén to navigation. Thé‘lérgér
vessels as a rulz anchor in the offing, batwéen 8t. Michadl Ray and hgg
Tsland and the freight is 1ightered ashore.

Coal can be proCured at St. Michadl, also pfovisions, hut at great-
1y advancéd ratés, from .the diffsérent commercial and tﬂading compani &s.
Tater can aisq b& had for from oné half to one cént per gallon.

A 11id¢ gauge station was establishéd at the A.C. Co's Wharf on . the
North gide of the Rays A.staff gauge was fastendd toJﬁhe iﬁnér sidé of

the crib, about 10' x 10', this crib béing £filléd with rocks This

‘position was sélécted as the most conveniént placé for tide observers,

as well as bding the best protected placg in-tﬁé vicinity. %he data for
commdcting this gauges with benoh marks that had héen previously es—
tablished in 1899, not biing availlable, thd pland of r&firénce was
ohtaingd by reference .to Black Point Tide Gauge, where obséf%ations wers
taken for a month. |

_ Thi% gauge was usdd in the reduction of all soundings taken in

St. Michael Bay and to the eastward:-to Ikikiktoik.
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