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‘Islands. Vessels drawing mwore than twenty feet should keep three miles

‘miles to the souvth of Foifdt” Frea,and bring Point Mescta Liz.t bearing

This Harbor is.on the south 51de ef the Island of Porto Rico about -~

"w .

half way between Ponoe end Cabo Rogo. The deepest water fownd‘is

twenty eight feet over a limited érea in the centre of the entrance.

The"fourvfaéhom curve ertends well inside and veésels drawin;.leSS'tnan

( oy

twenty four feet can enter the harbtor and load or discharge with safety.
There are many shoal spots and lumps off the entrance evtending

soutn t¢ a distance of nearly three miles and vessels drawing more than

twenty fect should dpproach very carefully and keeg in the indicated

channel wnich carries thirty feet cldsé iﬁ to'the.éntrance. This min~‘

ium derth occurs on a bar or 11Qgc whic h e¥tends foom a point about :

three cuarters of a mile south of Point Erea,east northeasterly close

to the line of reefs that make out to the westward from the Cana Gorda =

south of the shore to the eastward of Meseta Lizht and two and oné‘halfﬂfvg

1

i1 E(%rue);then run directly for it until the western most house in

B

the Flaya bears N & W(true) then chansce. coursc and steer for it. This"

will run throw h the deecpest water and enter tie harbor a little west of

v

ths widdle roint between Foint Meseta and Fescadores Foint. The water -

shoals ~radually after entrance and anchorate may be in whatever depth
desired. [{ a.proachine in thick ‘weather or night tim: care should be
taiken to vet careful soundings;and shoaler water than ten Iathoms should
not Lo entared as the bothH is very steep-to in places and many lumys

exist cleose fo vory deep water. vessels drawin: less than twenty feet

of water may approach safely to within a mile and a half of ihe{shorefand;w

when Foint Mesetz Light bears ¥ 5 £(true) steer for it until it is three:, ]

quarters of a mile distant then run in between the :two Puints.
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'The Pntrance is free of obstruotions haV1ng the deopeot water &a the cen-
tre and shoaling aradually to either 51de.’ Th@;ax1s of ihe‘deep water

is about N 10 W and S 10 E. .

-~ - ¥aking out to the westward-of the Cana Gorda Islands is a danger

ous ona1n of reels Wthh emtend to- the westward.about one and one half
%ﬁlos torm;natlng in a shoal oalled La Laja which has eig ht and one half
feeu.of @ﬁter. inhse resfs break most.of the time and are fell dafiné
‘with the e: beptlon of the WGuLGranSt La Iaua wnich seldom breaks ana of
wh1ch there 1% usually no surfaoe 1nd10¢tion.l This shoal bears & 17 &
from Pt. Neseta Light House distant Tive-sixths of-a mile. This is the
most dangerous obstacle infthe.approach to‘the hatbor and care.- should be
' taken with vessels drawing more than twenty feet not to.get on a bearins
east of N 14 E to the Ti ]tyOL-V@SS@lS draWinanless.thaﬁ twenty feet not
1o get on a bearing east of N B B to the Light. There is a very dbep o
Elvnin of
channel close to the reefs on the uouthern side but it is VOly narrow and 'y
crooked and should not 'be attempted except by those hav1ng'accurate local :}
. . _
knowledge.‘. Small coasting vessels may enter between openings in the
reefs in clear.weather as thé'bottom is usually visible in 1eés than four
fathoms and all that is neces%ary is to keep in the dark blue water.
This is unsafe f01 strange rs howcver. balllng vessels may enter“the
“harbor at almost any time of the day. but can only leave during the'early
» morning as the sea br00/e draws 1nto the harbor and there is no room to
.
teat out. It is udv1adble to get underway at dayllght and get as far
off shore as possible before'the sea. bree7o sets in. If hcwever it falk
calm alter the land breone;dies out.it_is‘better to anéhbr tﬁan'tg driit

about as the sea sets almost centinuduély on the reefs and onh the rociss

on the t01nL Prea side of the approaoh The harbor is almo t pexfootl

¢

landlooxed and afforda proteotion against any klnd of stoxmy weather. 1he
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" There is a fresh water river entering the western part ol the
harbor but the mouth is so filled with mangroves that it -is not easy to
get any of the water and it is probably not fit to drink in any event.

L

A limited amount of provisions may be obtained in the villaze aboul one

N half mwile inland frow the playa. The town of Yauco is in the interior

&

about fivermiles

BN . -

and vis alge the terminus. of the railway frou Fonce.

Some sugar and molasses from the immediate neightorhood and [row

the westward are shipped fram G

uanica.

and is the centre of a large coffee and sugar district
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