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cﬁlﬂwitu HARBOR

This is an excellent harbor and affords 2 safe refuge forQ$§\
.vessels of the largest draft in all kinds of weather. There is a
good anchorage in flve fathoms about three quarters of a mile to half_
mile south east of the playa with sticky bottom and good holding ground.

,_The entrance channel is one [ifth of a mile wide at its narrowest part

L

iith a_ depth of over ten fathoms. This point is one half a mile due
west(true)from the western shcre of Maria Langa Island. For vessels

:iawing less than twenty five feet the channel is much w1der extendlng
% thh;n one' quarter of a mile to where the reef breakes on the western

;the entrance. C% From the above mentionedpoint the deep water

e . (Tt :
chann; ‘ccurse is north 15 west for the distance of from three quarters

'te cnacmile or to a point whenethe little island on the starboadr hand
v M
bears north 35 east dlstant one half a rile;then naul north or northone-
‘ halfﬁias» when ths water will be found to shoal gradually until the

.depth 1t is desired to anchor in is found . Jfon the north sastern

”harbor there will be seen a conspicous lic ght colored rocky
,bluff at the‘foot of which the rallroad from Ponce to Yauco passes '

Vesse}s egtering the harbor for safety from hurricanes will find good hold-v

ing oraunéiln from four to five fathoms of water,one half of a mile '
south s@uth west to west of this bluff and smaller .essels may enter with
safety the llttle bay that extends along the south side of the two small

4—0-4.

hills south of e&the bluff. ¥~ Vessels enterinf for cargo should not go, .
west of a north ana south line drawn through the prorlnent chimney iust J

'avncrth of the playa.

‘”_Approachlng Cuayan1lla from either east or west it is best to

fkeep in”ﬂeep water,the th1rty fathom curve being very clse to the reefs

in places until the island of Maria Langa on, the eastern side of the
‘entrance,bears north(true) then steer directly for it. When its

ves}ern end bears north distant three quarters of a mile steer north 45

east keep1n" as close to the reef that fringes the southern and western /
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:R”side of Maria Langa as, the draftvof,the vessel will permit,until the

‘north western point of the iSlahd bears east 10 northltrue)/then steer

north 15 west for one mile and then north.ox north half east to the

. anchorage.. These courses will answer for the largest draft ships.

e AR A AR ST e LAt P
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Vessels drawing less than four féthomsjwill,have considerably more room
as indicated by the chart.
o - _ . SHOALS T )

In {ine weathor shoal ~water ig usually clearly defined by the color, the
deep nelﬂ;‘a dark blue while the shallow is a light green where there is
whiie eand botkom and dark brown where rocks and coral heads exist. The
reefs at the entrance of the harbor usuallj break and are steep-~to and
may be safely approaohed by moderate draft vessels to a half or three
eights of a mile. When the water is clear the bottom is clearly visible:

in f1ve fathoms and in nany plaoes Ain seven or eight. / ‘There is a ehoal

haw1ng five fathoms of water five ~eights of a mile due west of. Marla Lanoa é

which has an area of about two. hundred square metres. Shoal water ex-

J

tends alongs1de of the low land on the eastern side of the entrance for a

_distance of about a cuarter of a m11e. ThlS is not particularily notice-

able in the color of the water and should be approaoheﬁwith great caution

as in some elaeee the dept'runs flom 19 feet to 50 feet in a distance of

N\

'
'
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i

less than 100 metres. ﬂThere is. a very dangerous shoal on the western s+@|

oint
side of the entrance channel about half way in and at thg 1nd10ated above

as the change of the course from north 15 west to north. This shoal {
'some times breake in fresh winds and“at‘ether times discolored wated may
" be seen on it but on a oloudy calm day there is no indication of it and

care’ should be tak®n when in the vioinlty. The “shoal is steep~to having ?

10 .fathoms of water nearby. After pa331ng thls shoal the harb01 is free

Z’obstruot1ons and anchorage may be obtained where ever deslreable

Sailing vessels can ordlnarily enter¢ the harbor at any time as the
plevalllng wlnde are from the eastward but in leav1ng it is advisable to

Cget Underway in thb early morning and thus take advantage of the land-
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o *m the “sea bxeeze setting 1n. C% There is very llttl tide and praotlcally

it should not be.used for drinking purposes as in the interior the streay

TN
——r—"

breeze which blows until atout seven or eight oclock after which there is

a varying period of oalm for an hour or so when’ the sea breeze sets in. i

It is well to stand as far.off shore as possible with the land breeze 1
,in order not to be set on the reef by the sea that rolls in from fhe'"

southeast ward during the interval between the land eree7e dying out and
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. ne cumrgnt was noticed when the: eurvey was be1ng made near the land.

When the deep water was entered a quite a preoeptable westerly set was

notloed however. |
There are several small rivers emptying into Guayanilla Eay

from which water may be obtained b& carrying it in buckets to boats but

e used asAsewers aﬁd-Iar laundr urposes.
ar S yp . A;wmlﬁf<2“%/“M0a%/ww¢Dﬁv

About one m11e and a half from the landing is the,railway station -

‘Iﬁéﬁzwﬂs about forty minutes to go to-Ponce and about twenty to go to

—~

Yauco. , There is telegraphic eommunicatlon LQ all parts of the island
WM M\M/%MM _

There #s an area of about two square miles in which a oood anchor-
s/W/fa—«,a. L el finSy ki L,

age for vessels drawing less~than twentyfive feet N The harbor is per-

feet]y protected from the sea on all s1des and its near hess to Fonce »

makes 1t especially valuable for any vessels that may Le there and wish

to avoid the disastrous effeots of the hurrioanes. ‘:wt
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GUAYANILLA HARBOR SHEET

The sounding lines shown on this sheet are a re-survey of
certain doubtful spots. The re-examination of the 28 foot spot
at the entrance to the harbor did not develop any shoaler water
than 1s already shown on the published chart. The bottom 1is rocky,
but no projecting or isolated rock was found.

Several spots on the anchorage at the head of the harbor were
re-surveyed with the result that shoaler water was found in some
instances. Fourteen feet of water was found over the seventeen
foot spot and nineteen on the twenty-two foot spot. No ohanges

were found on the other two spots examined.

2T Farld)
Asslistant C.& GC.Survey,
June,1905.
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