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\ T

In obedience to Instructions and XMemoranda for Deeoriptive ;if

E :'Reports, 1887, [ .have: the honor to submlt the following report on '

Hydrographio Sheet No.2597 |
The'work oonsistS-oTIanhhydrographic resurvey of Pollook
Rip Slue, Nantuoket Shoals, Mass., on a scalé .of 1:20000, and was

exeouted by the party under my oharge during the: time from July

/

Pollock Rlp Slue is one of the most 1mportant passages lead—.u
ting through. the shoals 1nto Nantucket Sound, 1t being used by almost

"/ all vessels bound ln or out and to or from. the north. It is rather

narrow for deep draught sailing vessels with numerous dangerous

shoals: in proximlty, very strong currents and frequent fogs, all

~of these facts making the.passage:extremely dangerous durlng thick

or~foggy weather.and‘there;hare;been-numerous wrecks and collisions
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in the vicinity. The character of the bottom is mostly very hard

and frregular in oontour,'littlo.dépendance.can be put in the lead

for,determinatloﬁ~or positloh; A few soft spots for anchoring

. gan be found near the southern end should it become .necessary in

| being overtaken by a fog or aooideﬁt.j_ The .channel is well buoyed,

P '
marked at the. northern end by Polloock Rip Shoals Light Vessel and

" at the .southern end by Pollock Rip Light Vessel.,

The traffic’ through this ohannel is Very great and for this
this reason it should be,navlgated wito great caution during thick
weather in order to avoid collision with the numerous vessels pass~l
ing through. | |

The:shoals riooirafher abrupfly and‘duflng stormy goather
are marked by lines of breakers distinotly showing the channels be-
tween them. | '

The .shoals ‘and character of the bottom are apt to change
with the prevailing storms and .the . navlgator should be oautioned
to make due: allowance for the date of the survey on the chart that
he . is using for- navigating thls passage.. )

Thera ‘are’ two Life Saving Stations, distant about 3 miles,
on Monomoy Polnt, whare ‘a oonstant watoh is kept for vessels re-
quiring assistanoe:’ -

During fair weothef,flho:passage:through is easily oade
by following the light éhips;'buoyé'and beacons.

The average.range :of tide 18 4.1 feet.

~

33
=




3

" Strong tide ‘rips. ooour in the vicinity extending into deep
~water, ‘The navigator should not regard them as evidence :0of shoal
vspots providing he .is oertain oI his position. As thgy occur more

””_ @?j ; bften on the:shoals,.however,uin thefbvent of thick wéather or un-

;L '; :9,3cer&a1nty of position,’ preoautions to keep the vessel in deep water

- ‘should be taken when they are . obﬂerved.

Owing to the strong ourrents, compass oourses cannot be re-
lied upon for making the passage through this channel unless cor- *f
roborated by other evidenoe.ﬁ,

Respeotfullj yours, .

Assistant, U.S.C.& G.Survey,
" Commanding. '
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