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Hydrography of Bogueron Bay, West Joast of Porto Rico.

The hydrography covers the bay and adjoining coast, out
to the channel dragged by the Steamer Bache, special attention
being given to the limits of the reef across the entrance of
the bay and the two channels through it.

The northern channel, about 250 meters off Point Guani-
quilla carries 4 fathoms of water with a width of 150 meters.
The channel would be about 300 meters wide but for a shosl,
Bbout 350 meters from the point, on which 21 ft. was the least
water obtained., There is also a channel about 120 meters wide
between this sheal and the main reef. The main channel is eas-
ily followed by noting the color of the water, and by reason
of its nearness to the mnoint.

The south channel is 1-1/4 miles (nautical) south of this
gnd 3/4 of a mile from the south shore of the bay. This chan-
nel carries six fathoms in the center and 5 fathoms for a width
of about 300 meters, shoaling rapidly on both sides to 2 fath-
oms., Being so far off shore this cahnnel is not easily
followed without buoys.

The reef is bare at low water where the signal in the mid-
dle of the entrance was 1ocated[fand at other places contains
coral rocks only slightly covered: Where not rocky, on the
sides of the reef,the bottom is partly sandy and partly gras-
sy . The sandy places form holes about 1 or 2 feet deeper

than the adjoining grassy parts. The soundings are thus vexry

irregular., The edges of the reef are steep, especially om




the outside.

» The reef from the south ohannel to the point on the south
side of the bgy is of similar comstruction with meny exposed
or 8lightly c&vered coral rocks.

Inglde the reef is a good harbor with § féthoms of water
over an area ahout 1-1/2 by 1/2 miles. The bottom is sticky
and good holding ground. The winds in the bay are variable
but ere mostly easterly and are strongest aftthoon. The
sea i~side is thus merely locsl and the reef affords pretee-
tion from any westerly weather.

There 1s & small shoal about 1 mile sest of the south
channel and 3/8 of a mile from the smmll dock at the selt ponds
on the south shors of the bgy. 8-3/4 feet was the least water
obtained on this shoal,

The horth shore of the bay 1s fringed with coral rocks gut-
side of the mangroves, to near the hesd of the bay where 1t be-
oomes muddy shoals. There is alpo & rocky spot neax the middle
of the hesd of the bay. There is a shoel off the entrance to

‘ the salt ponds at the southeast corner of the bay, and along the
south shore to near the point s wﬁej.lthe reef extends northwegd,
the bottom is fostly sandy and grasay. The coast south of '’elones

s Point 19 also mostly sandy and grassy, There is & shoal of sdme
: giderable sige extending out from Point Moja Casabe. Thise is
limited by breskers when there is any oonsiderable ses}  There *
is oonsiderable tida¥ current through the cehnnels and noxth or

south slong the outside of the reef,

Respect fully submitt i
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Bepartment nof Commerce and Lahor
EH COAST AND GEODETIC SURVEY
Washington

Navanhar 21, 16804,
Mr. Andrew Braid,

Asmismtant in ocharge ¢ the "MTice,

I Tourward herewith Hydrographioc Shest No, 26886,
#igqueron Bay, P. B.*, by kid lLanders in 1004, together with
renort on sane, Thir sheet im now ready “or the aprroval ef
the O0frice, save that it lacks the signature of the Chief of

paryyv.,

rRenori,.

The lines ¢rosms well, the ground is weil ccvered and the
bars are well developned. The shoul east o the Main Entrance,
about one miie, mhows R leant depth of &-F/4 T+,, vihlle a nete
in sounding Hook gives a dﬁpth}of 6 't, as ihe least water on
gheal, This note at vos, 113-0 ay, is = "Least water on
sheal about 6 f£1%, AR no way eof leeatling this depth s glven
a nete is made of the mounding hook remark, on the shest,

F. C. Donn. (3igned ).

Resnectfuliyv,

Aunistant and Chief, Dhravwing and Sngraving Division.
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