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The soundings oross well as a rule. There is.some douht
3 about the location of 9b position, owing to the method of hold-
,; ,__' ing the porition while the boat was turning, and starting back
| to shore without taking a new set of angles,

F ¢. Donn. (Ssigned).

In order to get the best resulte from the use of the drag
it should be set at much a depth that it will indicate thre
pvosition of all shoals of less depth than the nminirmnm critical
depth of the channel, anchorage or area considered.

These shoais are to be examined for least water, their
general linits should be determined with the lead and the least
‘water found marked with buoys, then the drag should be used
and set for a depth only sllghtly less than the minimum sound-
ing taken. In rome casen 1t may have to be deeper; generally,
however, it should not he less than 1/2 to 1 ft. shoaler than
the least sounding tsken.

At f'/f a minimm sounding of 18.8 ft. was obtained with
the lead; the drag was then set at 15 ft. and used for 30 v
minutes without striking. At the end of the search'if the

entry. *Stopped Arag at 10.45. No indication of shoaler water

than shown in sounding line.* A conoclusion not warranted by

the record of the examination.
it appeare from the errore found that the reduced msound-
ings were not verified.

9/28/04. J. T. Watkins. (Signed).
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