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ot Descriptive Report e 6, SURVEY,
£ron tGYaccompany Hydrographic Sheet No,2864 »‘)QGTff;ASB;WP&
o742 4 4cw, Wigstern Part of Alitak Bay, Alaska. ian No. N

?4¥i§§¥353y is a large opening at the south end of Kodiak
" Island.andiworth of the Tripity Islands. It has a musber of
branches of good size and over thé'graater part of its area
is of good depth. The bay is easy of entrance and there seem
to be few hidden dangers. Anchorages are not plentiful but
are sufficient for ordinary purposes.

The western point of the bay is called Bape Alitak and the
eastern point; ﬁhich is very much to the southward of the
other, is called Cape Trinity. There have been reports of
a bar supposed to comnect the two capes but no indication of
anything of the sort was found by the Patterson., A bank of
rather shoal soundings makes off from @ape Alitak for a short
distance but is of small ‘extent.,

The eastern side of the bay is formed by a long point. of
comparatively low land with a rolling surface and terminating
at the shore of the bay in nearly continuous, dark rocky cliffé.

- The water seems to be bold close up to this shore which is,
however; fringed with reefs and pinnacle rocks and has a some-
what forbidding aspect. There seem to be no good anchorages

~”- on that side of the bay'for several miles to the northward of
Cape Trinity and the presencé of two reefs a long distance out

from shore on that side of the bay makes it an undesirable
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region for vessels until it is thoroughly surveyed.

The area covered by the present survey lies on the western
side of the bay, barely reaching to the "Middle Reefs" just
mentioned.

On this side of the bay there are several coves, in some
of which anchorage may be found,

The first of these, as the bay is entered, is that called
Lazy Bay, lying just to the northward of the peninsula which
terminates in Gape Alitak and just to the south of the rugged
mountain mass called by Moser the Twin Peaks; This bay is
open  to the eastward but the upper part of it is fairly well
protected from the seet in the northeasters which arse preva-
lent here. The best anchorage for vessels of moderate size
is about midway between the sandspit on the north shore and
a dark rock point on the south side. The bottom is sticky
mud and the depth from seven to nine fathoms. Greater depths
will be found farther east at the junction of Rodman Reach and
Lazy Bay, but the bottom is not so good there, the strong ti-
dal currents from Rodman Reach having apparently swept away |

the particles of mud which might otherwise have formed good
holding ground. ‘

The next bay to the northward was called by Moser Xempff
Bay, after one of his offiecers. The entrance to this bay is
somewhat obstructed and the greater part is too deep for an-

chorage.
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North of the entrance to Kempff Bay is an archipelago of
small islands and ledges which is to be avoided as having no
good anchorages and a number of dangars to be shunned.

To the northward again of this section of foul ground is

the entrance to Moser Bay, an extensive arm of moderate depth
in almost any part of which anchorage can be found at will;
Two smaller coves on its western shore are called Snug Harbor
and Chips Cove, the latter being at the head of Moser Bay and
the place where the supply ship of the Olga Bay salmon cannery
is moored during the fishing season. .

At the eastern side of Moser Bay, abreast of Chi§%}00ve,
is the opening to the passage called the Narrows which cormects
Moser Bay to Olga Bay, a large, lake-like expansion of the in-
let and the seat of the salmon packing industry in this sectioﬁ.

The small cannery steamers traverse the Narrows when the
tidal current is not running too strongly against them, but
no larée vessel should attempt the passagé.

There is shoal water at the entranée to Moser Bay and tide
rips of some magnitude form here at times when the wind is }
fresh and the current strong against it, but they do not com-
pare with those found in Sitkinak Strait and off the mouth of
Alitak Baj. That bay is in general free from tide rips, the
water being deep and the currents not very swifﬁ.

In moderate weather, anchorage can be found foi temporary

purposes at a number of points near the west side of the bay.
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When the weather is clear enough to enable one to see the
guiding marks no trouble should be experienced in entering
Alitak Bay or its principal anchorages. The sketch map and
sailing directions published by Captain Moser were found ex-
cellent guides and needed 1little correction. |

The hydrography covers all the area that should need to be
traversed by any vessel visiting the bay and within its limits
is belisved to be sufficient for all purposes of navigation,

For further information in regard to the region, reference
may be made to the descriptive report accompanying Topographic
Sheet No.2807.

Chief of Party
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