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weather be very thick they cannot be said to be real dangers
as a very moderate berth clears everything.

Nearly in the middle of the eastern end of the passage

is a dry ledge and between that and the Kodisk shore is another.

The channel between the first of these and Whale Island
should be used, favoring the Whale Island side. From the dry
rock a submerged ledge extends some distance to the eastward
and on this there is a heavy over fall with strong ebb tides.

About half way through the passage is a small island with
a rounded grassy top. This is called Koniuji on the Russian
chart,but as we already have two Koniuji Islands in the Shum-
agin group the very descriptive name "Dumpling" is suggested
for this islet. ’

From this islet reefs extend a short distance, especially
on the east, south, and west. Tt should not be closely ap-
proached, as at certain stages of the tide the current setis
toward it.

The islet lies rather nearer the Xodiak than the Whalse
Tsland shore and it is customary to pass to the nortaward of
it, though the southerm channel also seems safe.

Nearly abreast of the islet, there is a slight cove in
the Whalé_Island shore, where temporary anchorage may be made
if stopped by too strong & flocd current in the pass beyond.
There is a counter eddy in this cove and when anchoring here
care should be téken to get in far enough to ride to this a-

lone and not to be whirled around and around by the eddy and




the main stream in turn.

Under ordinary conditions, when one dces not expect to be
able to make the passage against the flood tide, a better anchor-
age will be found close under the western shore of Whale Island,
in eight or ten fathoms. This is between Whale Island Passage
and Afognak Strait and hence is handy for either. It is also
well out of the reach of the current,but is exposed to the full
force of a westerly wind.

The tidal currents in %Whale Island Passage run with great
force during strong spring tides, their velocity being estim-
ated at from nine to twelve miles per hour at such times. At
neaps, the current is very much weaker and even a low powered
steamer can pass without trouble at such times.

The current turms about an hour and a half before high or
low water on the shore or a little mors than an hour before
high or low water at Kodiak.

When approaching the eastern end of this passage from the
direction of Kodiak, it is not easily made out as a pass, ap-
pearing like a mere valley between Whale Island mountain and
the mountain next south of the passage. After rounding Shak-
manof'Point, a southwesterly course will gradually Aben the
passage{

Afognak Strait is mugn less desirable in gaing to or from
Kodiak, but it is convenient in case Afognak Bay or the village
is to be visited and it has the further advantage that the tid-
al currents, though strong, are mich less so than in Wnale ls-

land Paassags.




It has many more dangers than the latter and is full of
kelp, mostly of the "ribbon" variety, which covers the surface
at slack water but is swept under while the current is running.

The eastsrn end of the strait is sufficiently deep and
while the shores are foul, esppecially on the Afognak side,
there is a wide enough channel for all purposes.

1f wishing to approach Afognak village areat cars must be
exercised, as the reefs make out for a mile to the eastward of
that village and for a considerable distance to the southward.

Anchorage may be made in mid channel nearly abreast of
the village, in about eight fathoms, but there will be a strong
curreﬁt there which may be avoided in great part by running in
close to the edge of the kelp reefs on the north side and an--

choring there. \This is not recommended for a stranger.

If wishing to pass through the strait, care should be‘tak-
en to keep close to the channel rangse formed by the apex of Xup-
reanof Mountain at Dry Spruce Bay in one with a low but notice-
able black rock at the western end of the strait. This is call-
ed Derenof Rock and lies a short distance from the southeast
point of Derenof Island, the most southerly of several low,
wooded islands which block the eastern end of Raspberry Strait.
This range produced northeastward passes through the southern
part of Jog Island. In running this strait the course will be
about Southwest,but the steering must be carefully waiched, as
in cass the currént is running strongly the ship will show a

tendency to be set to one side, especially with a flocd tide,
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which sets strongly across the flats toward Raspberry Strait.
After passing Fox Bay, the rather large cove near the eastein
part of the Whale Island side, that shore seems to be free
from hidden dangers while the opposite side of the channel is
very foul, several of the reefs showing bare at very low tides
and having heavy kelp at other times.

When nearing the western end of Whale Island a sloping
reef makes out  into the channel, but it was supposed that there
was more than four fathoms at at the very lowest tides until in
the summer of 1908 a rock with only 14 feet was discovered close
to the chamnel range, though a little to the northwestward of it.
It is on account of this rock that vessels drawing more than
twelve feet are recommended to use Whale Island Passage, at any
rate it the tide be low. |

Having safely passed this dangerous point, care rmst be
taken not to run too far on the rangs given, on account of a
rock lying toward the shore of Derenof Island. Thereforse, when
the westefn end of Whale Island comes in range with the higher
of two mountains on Kodiak Tsland opposite, change course to
S.8.W. until in mid chammel in Xupreanof Strait.

Afoemak Bay, about four miles north and east from the vill-
age of the same name, .is one of the bast and most easily entered
anchorages in this region. On its western shore, near its head,
is an abandoned cannery building which forms a valuable land-
mark in entering the bay from the eastward.

Unless cuming from Afognak Strait, it is generally better




to enter east of Hog Island which is foul for only a short dis-
tance on that side while the western point has a long reef. The
southern side of the island seems to be bold-to.

' 1f approaching this entrance from the diracticn of Marmot
Strait, care should be taken not to pass too close to Big Rock,
the dry rock to the northeastward of Hog Island, as a sunken
rock baring only at the lowest springs lies from a quarter to
half a mile in an E.S.HEdirection from Big Rock.

Looking into the bay from the vicinity of this entrance
a very small wooded island called by Moser "Dot Tsland" will
be seen close to the eastern point of the inmer bay. I{ the
0ld cannery building be brought between this islet and the ad-
jacent shore, bearing about W.M.W. (mag) a course may be safe-
ly steered for it and will lead clear of Danger Reef, z half
tide ledge lying nearly in the middle of the lower bay and not
marked by kelp. ‘ |
- A number of bars rocks and islets will be seen on the star-
board hand and when up with Lamb Island, waich is larger end
densely wooded, one will be past Danger Reef and may steer West
until the upper hay is open, after which a mid chamnel course
may be followed to the anchorage off the old cannery, in ten to
twelve fathoms, mud bottom.
This is a spacious and safe anchorage and may become of
some importance since the establishment by the Bureau of Fish-
eries in 1907 and 1908 of a salmon hatchery on the shore of

Afognak lake, about five miles from the head of the bay. The




Afognak, or Litnik, stream which flows from the lake to ths
bay,.was formérly an important fishing point before its res-

ervation by the Govermment. i

On the west side of the bay nearly abreast of Dot Island
is a fine cascade from which good water may be cbtained in

quiet weather.

Respectfully submitted,

7V E Aot~

Assistant Coast and fieodetic Survey,

Commanding.

September 21, 1908.
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HYDROGRAPHIC SHEET 2926 bis.

Whale Passage, Kodisk Island, Alaska, by Assistant
H. C. Denson in 1915. o

TIDES.

P:edictad tides used.

—

Mean lower low Water, or ' |
‘plane of reference below Mean Sea Level = 6.0 ft. i

( " Mean range of tide =9.0 ®
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