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Deseriptive Report, To accompany sheet No I, Hydrography of ap

proaches and entrance of Great Wicomico River, Great Wicomico River to
head of navigation and Cockrell's Creek. Chesapeake Bay "irginia, Septem
ber 6:th to Septamber I4th and September 2Ist 1909, Scale I/20,000.

Changes in depths, since the survey by Assistant John W Donn, in 1869,
Four fathom curve, in the entrance to the Great Wicomico River, has moved
350 metres to the Westward.

Abreast of Fleet's Point, in mid channel, thers was 20 feet in 1869
now there is I9 faat.

At the entrance to Cockrell's Creek there was I5 feet in 1869, now
there is I6 feet.

Depths at the wharves in Cockreil's Creek 1903,
Fleeton wharf, 12 faset.
Davis Packing Rawking Company, wharf, I5 foeet.
<

John A Haynie's, Fish factory sharf, 7, feet. T
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Mc Newl Edwards, " . * o, " MIBRARY AHD anofivES
| L _ NIRRT
‘forres Fisher, Iz, t Ace IRk

Timbs, Whart 8, "

Steamboat Wharf at Reedville, 10, "

Derths at the wharves, on the Great Wicomico River, 1909

Blundon Hinton Fish factory Wharf, 12, feset.

Mila wharf, 15, °
Blackwell's wharf, 8 *
Tiper's * 15 *
Sampson's, y 7 y

In 1869, You cculd carry 15 feet to Reedville, now you can c&arry
14 feet, with IO fett at the steamboat wharf.
Great Wicomico River,

In 1869, There was I8 feet abreast the mouth of "Tippers” Creek, now
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Now there is I8 feet.

In 1869, Off ths mouth of Betts Mill, Creek there was I4 feet/ now
there is I4 fast.

In 1869 thers was 9 feet abreust of Sampson's wharf, now there is
10 feet, with 7 feet at the wharf.

The 6, 12, and I8 foot curves, on and near Flest's Point Flats have
made to the Southward since the survey of 1869,

The Red Remcon (in 7 feet of water ) on the westsrn edge of Fleet's
Point Flats, is entirsly too near the main shore, it miss - leads stran
gers snd frequantly puf’them ashore,

A vegsel beating in or ocut of the anchorage in Fleeton Harbor,will
got aground if she stands in towirds the main shore, until she enters the
rays of the red sactor at the Great Wicomice Light House, The red glass
in the light XXXMXXKXXd tower should be changed to conform with the
changes that have taken plazce XXKXX on Fleet's Point Flats, since the red
sector was placed in the tower.

A whistling Buoy- in place of, the RﬁgzNun buoy, off Fleet's Point,
and & Bell Buoy, in place of the Red Spar Rucy, on Dodson's Flats, off CEX
Cockrell's Point, would be & greut assistance to Masters of vessels going
in and out of the Great Wicomico River and Cockrell's Craek, Spar PRuoys in
Cockrell's Creek at the following points, would be of assistance to the nu
merous vessels that navigats thess watars, namely, Hawk's Nest Shoal,
Eastern end of "Dobson's" Flats, off Fleeton wharf, at the entrance to
Cockreil's "rask, Douglass Point Shoal, Shcal off John A Haynie's XXX
fish factory wharf, and Timbs Point shoal.

Shoals developed in the Great Wicomico River/

Schalangle" Shoal, on the south shore of the river at Lewis topog"
signal and on the opposits side of tha river from Haynle's Point, is & dan

gerous obstruction to navigation and should be buoyed, strange vesssls in
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invriably fetch up on this ahoal/ The 6 foot curve has made cut in to the
river 100 metres since the sirvey of 1869, The chunnel at this poimt,be
twsen the I2foot curves is 2I5 metress

690 metres up river from the ferry landing on Glebe Point, with its
western edge ;gg metres from the 6 foot curve on the western shore cf the
river, ls a middleground that is not shown on the survey of 1869

Land Marks, Morris and Fisher's stack,I33¥ feet above Mean high
water is an excellent guide in approaching the moutW of the Great Wicomico
River, on & clear day it can be seen from a distance of ten miles up and
down the bay, it is built of brick painted whita, froum adistance it resem
bles the Washington monument at Washington D, €, |

Reftuge, Protsction from all winds with good holding groubd, is
found inside the Red Nun buoy and the Rd Beacon, in I6, I& and 20 feet of
#ater. It is also considered the best Ice Harbor on Chesapeaks Bay,

In cese of extra damagae, sny place inside of a line drawn between San
dy Point and Cockrell's Point, would be good ground to beach a vesssl draw
ing I8 feet, , Vesela drawing I8 feet of wuter can enter the Groeat
Wicomico River and pass up ss far as Horn Harbor, Vegsels druwing
10 feet can go up as far «s abreast of Sampson's wharf and anchor, and
up Cockrsll's Cresk to the séeamboat wharf at Reedvills.

Weathar/ The prevailing winds during the winter are fromthe
south east, north west and north east, during the spring South west and
north east, during the summer south west amd south east, during the au
tumnn, north west and north east, The heavy gales wre from ths South east

wBle Ztrmrrrin igzel oy
end north east, duringheavy wind and rain squalls from the north west
and south west, The ice do% not last long, rarely stops navigation for
steamboats longer than five or six days, the Grewt Wicomico River is genm
arally open to navigation all winter,

Theshores along the bay, on Cockrell's Creek snd Greut wicomico River

are low with a narrow strip of sand hemch, Ahove Rlondon and Hinton's
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fish factory on the Great Wicomico they rise to heights 20 and 40 fset abds

¢

the river, with narrow strips of sand beach and are intsrsperced with tim
ber and cultivatad farms,

Plenty of artesian watsr can be obtained at Fleeton, on fockrell's
cresk and at Blundon and Hinton's Factory,

Gasoline for power boats, can be obtained at Fleeton and Reedvilles,
and vessels that are short of cosl can obtain enough to carry them to the
nearest coaling port, from the fish factcries on Cockrell's Creek,

U, S, Weather Bureau, station at Reedville, but the signals can not
be seen below Morris and Fisher's factory, they are obscured by the build
ings on the crsek below that, The station should be located at Fleet's KX
Point, from where they could be seen out con the bay and Fleston Harbor.

Commercial Importance, There are six large plants owning NIKXXX
nineteen sea going fishing steamers, located on the Great Wicomico River
and Cockrell’s Creek, involveing an outlay of nearly one million dollars
the yearly income of these plants and the trap fishing and oyster and crab
industry, amounts to fully three million dollars, The pay rolls of these
establishments, monthly,( amounts to $25Q, 000, Besides the vessels that
belong to to the port and those that trade there, there are hundreds that
come in to Fleeton Harbor for refuge on their way up and down ‘he bay,
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Asgistant, C, And G, Survaey?
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