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Descriptive Report to accompany'Hydrégfaphi¢

Sheet No. 4~ 32/2

Wrangell Straits, S.K.Alaska.

This sheet covers the portion of Wrangell Narrows "etween
Voody Island and Green Point, and the signals used in this work

are as follows: 43, 41, 39, 37, 35, 31, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36, 38,

which are 0ld stations determined by the Army Fngineers in 1902.

and which are recovered and rebuilt. TFog and Red are new signals

built for. the hydrography only, and determined hy the Plane-
tahle. Isle is the Beacon on False Island Point determined by
plane-table. Dol, Vex, Dor, and Tud, are four ncew dolphins
which were erected by the Light-House Department. These were
determined by the topegrarhic party and transferred‘to Trdro-
sravhic Sheet. Mar, and Eld, are the two beacons on Green
Rocks, determined by plane-tahle. 'Gabe-is the gable of a house
determined hy the tonegraphic party; there is some uncertainty
about the positicn of this signal as ftransferred nnd its posit-
ion on the hvdrogravhic sheet should he checked from the topo-
graphic sheet now in the O0ffice at Washington. TFor this reason
positions nine in all which contained tris signal are plotted
hut ace not inked in on the smooth sheet. They will be found

on pages 2, 4, 6, 18, 19, 26, of Vol. g.

SUTDINGS.

All soundings are with the hand lead. As many soundings

as possihle were taken hetween positions. Sounding lines




were carried in as close -as possible to the shore and in may

cases there will be minus soundings at the end o the lines.

CURRENTE.

The velocity of the tidal currents is less here than any
part of the Straits, as it is in this locality that the tides
meet. The puhlished chart and Pacific Coast Pilot bhoth zive
Finger Point as the place where the tides meet, bhut it was
found during this work that the tides meet at freen Point or
little north of Green Point. Thre fishermen and people living
in this localit¥ report that the flood tide entering from the
south end of the Straits meets the flood from the nerth end,
25 ohserved, between fGreen Point and Tonka Wharf, and the ehh

tide divides at this same point.

DANGERS AYD ATDS TO NAVIGATION,

The princinal dangers are the recky sheals off Danger Point

and Rock Point, hut as these are not marked and the currents
are moderate a vessel should have no difficulty i~ this nart
of the Straits. In addition to the buoys and other aids to
navigation which are already on\the puhlished chart and in the
Pacific Coast Pilot there are three new dolnhins which were
driven last® swmmef, the location of these are given on this
sheet | the first one off Banger Point is a valuable aid to
navisation and vas vary much needed in this place. A vessel

hound north after passings hetween the red and hlack buovs off

Texation Point heads so as to pass this dolnhin close on her

Y




hanges cdurse so as to pass between the Red and

”:*Biack;buoy off Vexation Point. The next dolphin called Dor
‘1n}£he recdfdé is just north of Finger Point and marks a pro-
minent point of the south flat. The foot of this dolphin bhares
at low waier aﬁd in passing this a vessel should not go too
close to it, probably 100 feet off would he a séfe distance,
leaving it fo port when bound north. A great numbher of sound-
ing lines were run close together off this point, so the sound-
ings when plotted will show how far it will he safe to pass it.
At nresent the soundings are not plotted or reduced.

The next dolphin called in the records Jud, is on a promin-
ent point of the north flat and is near buoy Yo.l4. A vessel
should pass ahout 100 feet off this dolphin, leavin~ it to

starhoard when bhound north.

ANCHORAGES:
There is good anchorage in the wide part of the channel
off FTinger Point.  In anchoring here a vessel should re far
< enough over to the éast side to be clear of the fairway; an-
chorage can nhe taken wup ih 7 to @ fathoms, mud bottom. The
. tide is never strong here bhut thére are constant light eddies.

[

CHARACT=K OF THE BOTTOM.

: From Rock Point north to the limits of this sheet the.
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L}st_qf_?érmanent positions determined and table of

Sfafisticéﬁﬁttached to this report.

Respectfully submitted,

a—é(/vum

C.& G.Survey,

Hydrographer.

Anproved, «

O
Asst.,C@mdgé%?éL**“y

Chief of Party.




S.E.ALASKA.

*

Tat. D.M. TLong. D.P. Height Remarks.
560 41° 1084 132° s56' 1010 35 ft.7 Pile Dolph-
‘ in Vrangell
Flats.
56 41 70 132 57 397 & f+.P,T.Flag not
: permanent.
56 40 1685 132 56 712 35 ft.7 Pile Dolph.
56 40 | --- 132 55 --- 40 ft.%able of House
56 40 32 132 56 36 40 ft.W.Beacon on
v N.Green Rocks.
. ®Ela. 56 39 1623 132 655 825 40 ft.W.Beaccen on
: S.Green Rocks.
Isle 56 39 1084 132 &6 11 40 ft.¥.Beacon on
False Id4d.PE.
Vex. 56. 39 712 132 55 %68 35 ft.7 Pile Dolph.
Dol 56 38 1743 132 55 248 35 £t.7 Pile Dolnh.

" Fur Permanent Marked Positions on this sheet see List
of Geographic Peositlens rendered with Triangle Computations

of Wrangell Straits.
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Post-offlce address: ..412.

AUDHHS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO
* BUPERINTENDENT, COAST AND GEODETIO BURVEY,
WASHINGTON, D. 0.” ‘

-G &G SUHVEY
‘ LismkRy - aNDfascu;vaﬁ

_INIggan

[ S R Fee v . 4
i .A«'?@W’WWW'

“"Eagle Harbor, Wash.
- January 2, 1911.
To the Superintendent,

Coast and Geodetic Survey,

Washington, D. C. ! o g

I have the honor to forward in one roll, by register-
ed mail, with their respective titles attached, Hydrographic

Sheets No's. 2, 3, and 4, of Wrangell Straits, Alaska.

These sheets to be completed in the Office in accordence . g
with authority granted in your létter.of November 17th. F?
é On Decemter 30th, I forwarded the eight volumes of .
% Sounding Records covering these three sheets. ?
! In making up the Liet of Permanent Positions to _ { j

accompany the Descriptive Report I found a descrepancy
in the position of "Vex" and "Dol® on sheet No. ziéz
"Vex" on sheet No. 3. As the records have been forwarded
I am unalle to replot the sounding lines using these sig-
nals and I therefor request that the positions using "Vex"
g "Dol" "41® and "43" on sheet No. 4 be revised, and the posit-

ions using signal "Vex" on sheet Ho. 3 also be revised before L

the soundings are put on the sheets.
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These signals are‘cobmon to each sﬁééﬁgahd:were used for
the terminal positigns of the oveflappiﬁé;liﬁes.
Yery respectfully,
(signed) R. é. Derickson.

Asst., Comdg.
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. Da.te, E Lét] er.. o . Sdgs . Ms. Boat . '
- Sept. 26, = x ;;ié o 66_?‘400 4.75 T.aunch 117.
‘ Oct. 1, a' 12 6 28 3 oo
Oct. 5, n 13 84 .3%6  6.75 " on " o
Oct. 6, c' 13 11 52 1.0 : " "
Oct. 17, a 14 59 331  3.75 " "
Oct. 17, ar 15 62 312 ‘4.5 noow |
Oct. 8, et 15 89 544  6.25 nooom ?
Sevt.23, v 11 60 275 4.5 " " ;3
| Sept .24, w 11 99 560 9.0 oo
| Sevt .26 . x 11 134 604  8.75 " "
TOTAT, . 670 3482  49.55
~ ;
o A




1. Straif;_Alaska, Green Point to Woody

¥ Asst. R. B. Derickson in 1910.

* TIDES.
Tonka  Finger Point
ft. ft.
3 feet below mean lower low
. water, or
plane of reference on staff 2.3 1.4
Lowest tide observed L 2.8 1.0
Highest " " m e 238  24.8
Mean range of tide 14.3 14.2

Uoast anst Gnofetle Survey
MAadl 1911
TIDAL DIVIION,
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| Wrangell Strait Alaeka,’Green Point to Woody
Island by Asst. R. B. Derickson inf1910

TIDES .?

Tonka, Finger Point
ft., ft.
3 feet below mean 1ower low .
water or . ] ey
plane of reference on staff 2.3 1.4
Lowest +tide observed " " 2.8 1.0
Highest " " L 23.8 24.8

Mean range of tide 14,3 14.2

: The original note for this sheet was furnished
Feb.28,1911. Tidal Division.

Cotait 2ores Bt Mervwesy
JAN 201932
SIDAY, TIVRIS,
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