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LITTLE MACHIPONGO INLET, j
{a) GENE RAL, DESCRIPTION OFTHF: COAST. The §oneral appeurunce of the coagt as é
{
Viewed from $sawird is rather lew, T§ the nerthwarg the high sand dunes, abeut E
four miles nertp ¢f the inleton Paramersty Beach Island, are the first landfalls
in making the land frem the nerth, Thess reach an altituge of forty or fifty feet,
They are covers: gith stunted pines and cedurs mek ing them ghoy up darkly against
the horizen. T}, sou'hern snd of Paramers'y Beach Islang is 860 low as te be covere
od by vory kigh tidey.
Beach
Revel's Island shows up over the seuthern end of Paramora'shlsland 8 & clump

of trees. It Bay be recognizad by aan a windmill ang two or three clubheusgas which

ire situated opn the south sastern end of the islang, In frent of the clubhouseg




(2)
is & smal)l wharf with a beatheuse at the feet eof it.

Seuthward the shere is bare of trees until at a distance of about feur miles
south of the inlet on Heg Island & clump of pime trees begins.« rhese trees
tegether with the eld and new lightheuses on Heg Island are the {first landfalls
in making the inlet fxaik frem the southward. Nerth of thesa tressthe island is =
coverad with shifting sand dunes which sometimes reach an altitude of twenty fest
abeve mean high water.

(v) OUTLYING DANGERS AND ISLANDS. Thera ars no effshorsislands or dangers.

The breskers on the bar are 80 heavy in easterly gales as te render ik thos imlet
impassable. In extromely severe gales breaksrs occur in a depth of four end five
fathoms. The inlet is roughest en the ebb tide with the wind southeast . There

are no tiderips.

(d) PILOTS, There are no licensed pilets in this lecality . Strangers coming
frem the northward and desiring to enter this imlet may sometimes get a lecal pilet
at Wachapreague L. S. 3. or Paramere's Beach L. S. 5. The 1latter is five and s
half wmiles nerth of the inlet . Any of the eystermen or fishermen in this neigh-
borhood may be relisd on as pilets.

Appraching theinlet from the southward a local pilet may sometimes be ebtained
frem Heg Island L. S 8. or the 1ittle village on the isiand . There are ne tugs
in this lecuality.

(e) REFUGE. With thewind from the southward , run fer Assatesgue Anchersge
(Tem's Cave). In noertherly gales rum for Chesapeske buy or Hampten Reads .

() CURRFNTS. The currents are tidal but are grestly influenced by the winds.
Essterly winds cause an incrsas> in the hight 68 of the tides. The current sets
fair with the channels { This paragraph was written after tidal ebservutiens were
sent te the Washingten effice, hence length ef time of ebb and fleed currents
after low and high water ceuld net be given. See tidal ebservations Heg Island
Lighthouse Wharf Tide Gauge, Heg Island, Virginia, I9Il. )

[
(¢) WEATHER. In very severs winters the watf» tributary te thisinlet freeze




(3)
up but remain se for very shert perieds .
(n) DESCRIPTION OF THE SHORE. The nerthern end ef Heg Island is lew and sandy
terminating;;in a reunded point. It is covered with sand dunes.

The southern end ef Revel's Island is low and xamdx coversd with trees . Parts
¢f the island are marshy.

The southern and of Paramerae's Beach Island for u distanco of a couple of miles
is very low. The isla nd terminates in a sharp point which is se lcw as te be
coversd by very hig h tidess This part ef the island is lew and sandy.

(1) LANDMARKS: There are no well defined landmarks in this lecality. There is

& line ef breakers on the nerth and scouth side ef the inlet which e¢learly defines

the ahsamaix £ channel.

(x) WRFCKS. The wrecka usually eccur off Paramors's Beach L. S. S.

fxzEfa) (m) BARS AND CHANNELS. Least dopih 17 feot at mean lew water .

The best time for entaring this inlet is on XMEX the fleod tides The bars and

channels are continually shifting te a certainextsnt which reaches its maximum

in northeast gales . With the wind from the esastward the braukers sometimes break
mouth of the

clear ucress thcAinlet. x The effect ef the tide rumning sgximxkxkka against the

wind is te incraus4 the ses.

(r)  ANCHORAGES. The best anchorage is in Nerth Inlst, just west ef the north

end of Heg Island . This is abeut five hundred meters kcx;xxvvide and threoe milss

leng. The hoelding qualities ef the bettem are geed and it is sheltered from allw

winds excapt very l%?are northeast winds. In this casesan undsrtew sets in areund

XKX the northern end of Heg Island which aight make it uncomfortabls. Sheuld this

happen smeoth water will be feund further up Nerth Inlst.

(o)  LANDING PLACESJ& With the wind eff the land and in mederate weather landings

can be made practically snywhere aleng the shore ef Heg Island or Parumere's

Beach. With the wind en the land it is practically impossible te wake & landing

unless thers is very littls see on.

S




(4)
(q) WATFRING PLACES POR VESSELS. Water can be obtained in smsll quantities
frem the vurieus lifasaving statione in the neighborheed. Water can be ebtained
from the clubheuses situated on the seutheast end of %he island previded the keep-
sr is willing. Accoss can only be had to this place in small boats drawing abeut
three fest of water.
(r) LIGHTS, LIGHTHOUSES, BUOYS , BEACONS, LIFESAVING STATIONS. Thers are none
at this inlet. Five and a half miles north of the inlat en Puranoroéti?:flnd is
located Paramere's Beach L. S« S. On the seuthern end ef Heg Island is Heg
Island Lightheuse visible frem this inlet. Alse on the seuthern and ¢f Heg Island
is a well equipped 1life saving statien with an uptedate pewe r life beat,
(s) SAILING DIRECTIONS. Ne directions fer entering or leaving thisinlet are
submittsd owing te the frequent changes which take place in thebars during east-
erly gales.
(t) PORTS. Thers are no ports in this neighberheod of any impertance. The x
tlesast stere is at the seuthern end of Heg Island. Al the life saving stations
xxaxxr sleng the Virginia coast are connscted by pri?ato telsphonae.
(u) CHANGE OF DEPTHS:, The channel which fermerly ran nertheast aleng Paramere®s
Beach is now closed up and a narrew point ef land has mads up clear amcress it mk
starling frem the southern snd ofParamere®s Beach Island. Thers is enly ene channel
at this inlet noew: This has a depth of 17 feet at mean low water and runs seuth«
sast. This inlet was 2400 M. wide when chart I29 was made. My survey ef IJII shews
it te be only 900 M. wid3.wide. The coentraction ef the channel was caused by the
narroew sp point eof land whieh has made out frem the seuthern end e¢f Paramere's Beach
Island. in a southwesterly directiem. The deep water inside of the inlet between
the southern end ¢f Paramere’s Beach and the nerthern end of Heg Island is practi-
cally the savwe, thers being 55, 54, 53, 55, 49, 45, and 43 feet new at mean lew
water.

(w) SURVEY MFTHODS. The survey metheds used were these adopted and laid down
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in the "GENFERAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE FIELD WORK OF THE COAST AND GEODETIC SURVEY?
Hydrographic signals were detormined with a theedolite using established triangu.

latien points as a basis fer the werke

WACHAPREAGUE INLET,
(a) GENERAL DESCRIPTION. Appreaching this inlet frem the nerthward the general
appearance of the ceast is unusually lew. The narrew fringe of islands which ferm
the rearguard of the mainland is detted with smallsand dunes. Some of them are
a8 higha as fifteen or twenty gakk fset. In the backgreund the mainland shews up
dark green or blue, about five miles distant. The first landfall in uaking the
the land frem the northward is the cluster #f heuses osn the southarn end e¢f Cedar
Island. Here are situated the eld and new buildings of the Wachapreague L. S. S.,
beth of which have eupclas, a summer hotel, and several swaller heuses. The hotel
is a rectangular, twe steried frame heuss painted a light pea-green. The old life
saving atatien is situated abeut ene hundred metsrs seuthwest ef this building.
The station is painted lsad-celer with white trimmings. Seven hundred metewssouth
of the eld 1ife saving statien is thogs:;;:f' It is abeut six hundred meters frem
the, southern extremity ef the island . Twe hundrsd meters east e¢f the new life
saving station is & dark red, twe steried , fisherman's shanty. Just west ef the
new L. So 8. is a "Y" shaped wharf en which thers is a beatheuss fer the uptedate
pewer life beat which beloengs te the statien,

Appreaching the inlet frem the seuthward, the high, weoded sand dunes on the
northern end of Paramers‘s Beach Island are the fir st ebjects to be seen. This
island has a fringe of lew , sandy shore batwean the dunes and the ocaun. These
dunes rsach an altitude of ferty er fifty feet und are covered with stunted pine
and codar tress. Abeut two and a half miles south of the inlet is Paramere's Beach
L. S« S. This is painted lead celer with na high, esharp, cupela.

(b)  OUTLYING ISLANDS. Right at the inlet en the nerth side of the channel a




(6)
small island has mads up called Dersen's Sheal. This is on the nerth side ef the
East Channel and the east sidde ef the Nerth Channel. It is bareat h;ﬁ: water .
In easterly gales the breakers broak eleur acress the bar. The ebb tide increases
the sea in eastsrly winds.
{(d) PILOTS. Same as at Little Machipenge Inlet.
(e) REFUGE. Same as at Little Machipenge Inlat.

The best place te beach a ship weuld be abeut half way between Wachapreague
and Metomkin Inlets or en the nerth end ef Paramere’s Beach Island just south ef
the bueys at the entrancs te the inlet.

(£) CURRFNTS. Same as at Little Machipenge Inlet.

(g) WEATHPR. Same as at Little Machipenge Inlet.

(k) DESCRIPTIUN OF THE SHORE/Q The nerthern part ef Paramers’'s Beach Island
is ceversd with high sand dunes frem ferty te fifty feot high . These dunes are
coversd with stunted pine and cedar trees which give it a dark green celer. ‘ll
Betwsen these dunns and the ocean is a narrew fringe ef lew sandy shore .

Dersen's Sheal is & small sandy island just abeve high water. There are ne
dunes or uny vegetation en it.

and

The scuthern end ef Cedsar Island ic lew and sand y/ samakimas csvered with
smell send dunes which are sometimes grassy. Z¥xaxmaxm There are no trees on this
island . A few buildings are scettered ever the scuthern end while the nerthern
end is nothing but & strip ef sand dunes .

(i) LANDMARKS. The enly naturul landmerk is the clump ef high sand dunes on
the northern end ¢f Paramere®s Feach Island &lready described &s heing ferty or
fifty feet high and covered with small pine and cedar trees, The trees give the
dunes & dark green celor,

X (j) INSHORFE DANGERS. These are visible &t lew water en both sides of the

channel, They are defired by the breskers unless the sea is unusually smeoth .

Inside of the inlet thers is @& sheal in the middle ef the channel which has 2,
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2 I/b, 4 and 5 feet ut mean lew water. The imcxtikxjx sheal is not buoyed out.
The best water is on the starbeard hand ’in entering, close to the shere.
(k) WRECKS. Wrecks usumlly eccur during easterly gales oppesite Paramera's Beach
Le 8o So and about & mile north ¢f Wachapreegue L. S. S. Unless they come ashcre
en an unusually high tide they very often break rup in & short while unless rescued.
Numerous vessels have been gotten off after having been ashore for a weok.
(m) RARS AND CHANNELS. There are twe channels here , the Nerth Channel sand the
Fast Channel. Ths North Channel shows a depth of 7 feet &t mean lew water -on my
survey of 1911, The East Channel shows 9fest at mean lew weter. This channel is
buoyed eut and in July, I91I, all the bueys were in their preper pesitiens. The
frequent changes in the bars which eccur ir easterly gales render them unreliable
fer strangers. In heavy essterly storms the btrezkers bresk clear acrese the bar
and asfer eut & 8 & depth of feur er five axkhsmsx fethoms. FEbh tide running =

wind The besttime for entering is on the first ef
sgainst the zmam increases the sea.
trte flecd tide.
(n)  ANCHCRAGFS. Any pluce inside of the irnlet is &n ad excsllent harbor fer
vessels drawing frem six te eight feet of water. Smaller vessels csn get accomo-
detiens further up the imkat mein chunnel. The bottem has gecd hcldin g mxalikes
qualities and the anchorage is sheltered frem all winds.
(e) LANDING PLACF:. Landings are very uncertain except in moderate weather or
with the wind off the land. Circumstances wkaXX will be the best guide ir cuse a
landing has te be mads.
(q) WATFRING PLACES FOR VESSELS. Water csn be ebtained in smsll quantities from
any c¢f the 1ife suving statiens in this neigktorhood. It may alsc be gotten frem
the little toewn of Wechapreague which is gifs fi ve miles up Black Reck Reach and

wharves,

Finney's Creek. Ten feest of weter can he carriec teo thewhamfax. The water has
te be pumped and carried tc the decks from & distance ¢f about four hundred meters.

(r) LIGHTS, LIGHTHOUSES, BUOYS, BEACONS, LIFE SAVING STATIONS. At this inlet

there is a well equipred life saving statien with an uptedate power life beat.
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There azre no beacens er ligkthoules at this inlet. The channel over the bar is
bucyed cut and the buoys were found te be in their preper pesitiens in July, I9II.
(s) SAILING DIRECTIONS. Ne directiems for emtering or leaving this inlet are
given owing to the frequent changes in the bars during easterly galos‘;
(t) PORTS. The 1little tewn of Wachapreague en Finney's Cresk , five miles frem
the inlet , is theonly tewn te be reached thru this inlet. Here are twe churches,
several stoeres where ship and mess supplies can be obtaired, large summer hotel,
docter, pestoffice, and telephenic connectien with a telegraph line. The populatien
is about five hundred. An extensive trade in fish and cysters is carried en here. T
The tewn ie five miles frem the N. Y. P. & N. R. R.
(u) CHANGE OF DEPTHS. Chart I29 shows & feet in the EAST CHANNEL. My survey
of 1911 shows 9 feet at mean lew water. This channel en chart I29 ran straight
out almest due east. New the channel makes & turn after it gets eut clear of
Paremere*s Beacl: Island and runs about 8. S. K. ?iv; feet can still be carried
almost due easteut ¢f the inlet if there is not much sea on.

Chart I29, shows 3 feet in the Nerth channel. ﬁy survey ¢f 1911 shows 7 fest
&t mean lew water.

The shoal shewn en chart 129 just east @ ef the North Channel and just nerth
of the Fast Channel en which there was then 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 feet of water is
new bara'gx:ggé£>wator and ip,callod Dersen's Shoal.

(w) /SURVEY MFTHODS. Same as at Little Machiponge Inlet.
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COAST AND GEODETIC SURVEY

O.H.Tittmann, Superintendent.
Hydregraphic Examimation
Little Il&ch:;ongo Inlet,

Wachapreague Inlet,

Zastern Cegst of the
Virginia Peninsula.
I911 .
Scale 1/20.(!)0.

- Chief eof Party.

SOUNDINGS.

The sewndings shew the depth at Iluﬁ Lew Water, plane of reference. These
o Little Machipenge Inlet were referred.te the Heg Island gauge, and these at
Wachapreagus Inlet were referred te the Cedar Island gauge.

TIIRS.

LITTLE MACHIPONGO IRLET: The plane e¢f reference is the mean of 2I lew
waters ebserved at Heg Is‘ilmd Light Heuse wharf, seuthern end ef Heg Island, snd
cerresponds teo tide gmuge reading of 4.20 feet. The mean high water was taken
frem 19 high waters ebserved at the ssme gauge, amd cerrespends te a reading ef
7.95 feet. The mean rise and fall at this gauge is therefere 3,75 feet. The
lowest: tide olserved at this statien was 3.35 feet, and the highest was 9,25,

WACHAPREAGUE iNLET. The plane e¢f reference is the mesan ¢f I9 lew waters
sbserved at Codar Island L.S.8. wharvese Of these, I2 were ebserved ia 1910,
at the old L.S.s. wharf, and 7 ia I9II, at the new L3S wharf, the twe gauges
coerrespending ia level. Plane ¢f reference equals reading in vgau;o. of 4,48
feete The mean high water waa taken frem 17 high waters { 10 in I910 md 4 in

I911 ) ani cerrespenis te a reading ef 7.90 feet. The mean rise and fall at




% is gamge is therefere-3.42 feete Tho lewsst tide observed at this station w
was 3.70 feet, snd the highest was 2.70 feet. 3
| PERSCHNEL OF PARTY, -
Stehman Yerney, Chief ef Party, Recorder and im Charge of Beat.
¥o¥.Farbour, Observer and Tide Keeper.
CoTsRussell, Tide Kesper, Observer m d Ancher Tender.
G.C.Tull, Leadsmen. ')
G.T.Roberts, Beat Stesrer. 0

c.'.run. Ascher Tender.

PFOAT USED, 8 H.P. Caseline Lawmch .l‘nlo

. STATISCICS. - o
NAUTICAL
DATE I911. LETTER, VOL. POSITIONS. SOUNDINGS. MILES, VESSEL,
Jume 22 P 3 ” SII 16,60 Launch
“EDNA"
Juns 23 q 3 26 390  II,83
July 5 r 4 34 21s 5,86
July 6 . ’ 33 355 10,05
Jauy 7 ¢ : 35 487 Ip.40
Jay 10 u 4 20 575 16,30
July 11 v 4 35 260 79”
July 12 v 4 ] 27 0, 60

TOTAL 250 2820 81.84
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