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Hydrographic Sheet "E".

This is the last of the two sheets comprising the survey of
the Mattaponi River and reaches to Dunkirk, 46.6 miles by channel
above Westpoint Vé. AT this place there is a bridge across the river
without a draw, the depth at low water being 1 1/2 to 2 feet ,
and this is the head of all navigation,excepting that at high

water stages some timber is floated down the river.

The width of the river on this sheet will average 280 m. for
two thirds of its lemgth, then from a mile above Beudley it
narrows down to 100 m., while at Aylett it is about 45 and at
Dunkirk 35 m,It winds up g low flat belt of land of fram 1400 teo

300 m, wide at three places where the high ground seems to have
constricted the width of the anciemt river ,
TIDES.
This stretch shows marked tides which are of aid to nav-
igation., As we ascend the Yofk River from TUES POINT LIGHT
HOUSE to Westpoint and on up the Mattaponi, the range in tides
increases and reaches a maximum of 3.6 feet at Walkerton,diminishing
rapidly from ths point to Aylett, 9 1/2 miles where it is 2,3c rtA.
and at Dunkirk the end of the survey about 1 1/2 reet; but the
swell of the tide is felt a long way above Dunkirk, éhowing that
the slope of the river is very gentle and that it is susceptible
of being made a navigable canal for twenty miles or more with
very few if any locks needed for slack water navigatioﬁ.
’ SHORES.
- This sheet presents a great change in the character of the
shoreg,the lower two,thirds are marshy for about two thirds of
their“extent, the marsh area being two to three square miles,

covered with a growth of short wild grass,flags amd calamus,

Other stretches of shore especially where high ground is touched"

are quite sandy, but the upper third of this sheet presents shores




Hydrographic Bheet "E", .
of high ground of clay and sand or wooded shoresx where trees
grow in extsmméve paquosons or swamps.

WATER,

Over all this sheet the water is strictly fresh and of a
pretty good quality. Artesian water is obtainedc in many places
along the river, there being a good place at Walkerton. At Aylett
is a large spring of excellent water at a point of high greund
about 100 m, from the river and at an elevation of about 6 feet
from mean stage. |

CHANNEL

Ten feet at low water can be carried over this shee$ to
Walkerton., From Walkerton to Aylett only 4 feet can be depended
on at low water, From Aylett to Dunﬁirk two feet at low water
and nearly 4 feet at high water and 8 to 10 feet at a flood stage.

NAVIGATION.

One Steamboat runs daily between Walkerto n and Westpoint,
and twice a week to Aylett.Tuesdays & Thursdays. Many Schooners
and Barges load with lumber, mime props, trees amd wood for
Baltimore Philadelphia and New York. Tug boats handle ships and
barges from Westpoint to Walkerton, but many schooners are now
depending on their own sails aided\by their small gasoline boats,

Small gasolinme boats do all the towing between Walkerton and
Dunkirk, Many rafts of logs are said to be sunk in the channel
between Walkerton and Dunkirk, to the 1lnjury of the channel,
Sometimes the launch Imspector drawing 4 feet , woulé strike
what seemed to be logs in the channel

. The U,S.Engineering Department had a snag boat working on

the channel hetween Walkerton and Dunkirk.




Hydrographic Sheet 'E;;
TOWNS.,

Walkerton havimg 250 and Aylett 150 imhabitants are the only
places on this sheet that could be called Towns, ship and receive
large quantities of produce and goods. The sreamer also receives
and discharges freight at Roanes ;nd Jones Landing, all other
landings are for loading lumber ties and some grain,

LANDINGS AND DISTANCES BY CHANNEL FROM WESTPOINT VA,

Scotland Landing =----==----- 23.8 miles,
Vhite Oak L e 24,2 "
Rickahock L 25,4
Horse L T T 26,5 "
Locust Grve " ----cecccce-n-- 27.9 "

x Walkerton. | JEO SR 28,7 "
Endfield L ittt 29,0 "

White Bank " ~c-coc-c-e---- 20,4 "

x Roanes L e LT 33,0 "
Pointers L T T ##£.33.5 "
Rosespout L T T -33,8 M
Poplar L T T a—— 34,7 W

x Jones Lt T S 3602 "

x Aylett S 38,2 *

Old Hall L 39.2 "Old-Hedl
Dunkirk L 40,6 "

These landings marked by a cross are where the steamer making
trips every two days stops. All excepting Walkerton and Aylett
are very small, marked gemerally by a small wharf where boats
load with lumber and other commodities,
COMMODITIES.,

The produce shipped is the miscellaneous product of the f@rﬁa




() Hydrographic Sheet "E", 5,
of which peas and sweet potatoes are of the greatest value. Lumber
of all kinds is shipped in varying quantities, the people showing

a‘preference to wotking at lumber business rather than at farming.
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Survey of the Mattaponi River’
GEOGRAPHIC POSITIONS.
For Hydrographic sheet E.
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STATISTICS XHEET

'HE.‘.

Date 1912 |Letter | Vol |Positions |Soundings lé%i:ite Vessels
May 4 a 1 33 126 2.50 Whaleboat
" 14 1 12 49 0.50 "
o " & 1 27 224 6.25 Launch
" 18 & 1l 19 164 3.06 "
" 25 c 1 54 372 6.75 .| Whéleboat
June 5 d 1 120 756 14,50 "
" 6 e 1 08 54 .50 "
‘ " 8 T 1 55 336 6.00 "
" c 1 42 299 6.90 Launch
E Total 1. 370 2380 46.90
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Mattaponi River, Virginla, by Asst. O. W. Ferguson

L in 1812.

4 Q: TIDES.

’ Walkerton Aylett

ft. ft.

Mean low water, or

L plans of reference on steff 3.1 2.0
Lowest tice obmerved " " 1.8 2.8

|

f Highest n " " " 8.0 5.0
lean range of tide 3.9 2.8
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