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DESCRIPTIVE ~REPORT
t0 accompany
Hydrographic Sheet No 3073
Eshamy Bay and vicinity, Alaska,

Steamer TAKU, season 1913.

This sheet covers Eshamy Bay, Fall Bay, Main Bay, and Qicinity of
Crafton Island, on a scale of one to twenty-thousand.

The hydrography is controllnd‘by an extension of the triangulation
of the Taku, seasons 1907 and 1912, and by topographic stationa located by
the plane-table party when the topographic work was in progress this season,
1913. |

The steamer Taku was used on all this work except at the entrance
to Eshamy ngoon. Launch #41 was used in an afﬁempt to sound this entrance,
but it was coneidered unsafe for the launch and impossible on account of the
swift current and foul ground at the entrance.

| An ordinary hand lead, Bassnett Pressure Tubes, and registering
sheave were used with a Cosmos sounding mavhine. The Bassnett tubes were
not reliable at a greater depth than thirty fathoms andknly in rare in-
stances were they employed at a greater depth.

An autamatic tide gauge with plain staff in connection was estab-
1ished in Eshamy Bay near the camp of the topographic party and all soundings
on this sheet are referred to that datum piane. Three bench-marks were
sstablished and levelled in with the staff, These marks are regulation
disc C. & G. S, bench-marks, thoroughly described. They may be easily re-
coverad for future uss.

Deep water, from 50 to g0 fathoms, extends along the shore of the

mainland from Point Jowell to the east point.at the entrance to Eshamy Bay.
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(2)
This should be followed by vessels entering the bay. 4 shoal extends about
three~quarters of a mile to the northward from this point, on which the
least depth of 15 fathoms was found near its outer end.

Crafton Island is surrounded by foul ground on its east, south
and west sides. No work was done within this Poul area, as it was considered
unsafe for the steamer, and no launch suitable for hydrography:was available.
This area, however, is of no importance. A rock bare at abbut half tide
li;s one mile southeast (true) from the south end of Crafton Island, uneven
bottom extending to the eastward from this rock about one mile.

The passage between @rafton Island and the mainland is foul
along the shore of the jsland and at its south entrance. Thres rocks bare at
ordinary low water lie in the center of this entrance. This passage should
be used only by small craft, Pavoring the west shore clear through.

Eshamy Bay affords no anchorage for large vessels, Small craft
can find anchorage in 8 and 9 Pathoms, rocky bottom, with shelter from all.
winds,,in the small cove back of the islands and rocks in the southeast

~corner of the bay. The Taku generally entered this cove through the deep,
narrow entnanée east of the small jslanda, keeping in mid-channel.

| Falls Bay affords no anchorage and is open 6o nottheasterly
weather. The main body of the bay is clear and deep. Rocks make out from
the points at each side of the entrance, contracting it to a quarter of a
mile. |

Main Bay is deeb and clear, the main depths ranging from 50 to 90
fathoms. Foul ground eitends along the shore at the west point of £he
entrancé. This bayAaffordazno anchorage.

There are no mines'or progpects within the limits of this sheet.
Thers is a fish saltery at the head of Eshamy Lagoon. They have>a steam

launch which tows a scow out into the outer bay to meet steamers to ship of
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receive freight. They have no dock of any kind and fish on a small scale.

Respectfully submitted,

Assistant, C. & G. Survgy.
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VEC
Feb.13,1914.

HYDROGRAPHIC SHEET 8578.

Eshamy Bay, Prince William Soumd, ‘Alaska, by Assistant

G. T. Rude in 1913.

TIDES.
Eshanmy Bay.
!t.
Mean lower low water, or ,
plane of reference on gtaff 6.6
Lowest tide observed " V" 4.8
Highest " B LA 20.0

Mean range of tide 9.6
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He 3873 , TR
The work shown on this sheet
of this locality at present. =

The soundings are uniformly s

is»sufficient to mem&hthe needs

paced but additional work would

Sheet examined in Diy,
of Hyd'y & Top'y,

be required to determine'thbtsaf ty of th&-pessages hetween shoals
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and “islends
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