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DESCRIPTIVE REPORT? TO ACCOMPANY HYDROGRAPHIC SHEET OF

SEALED PASSAGE, ALASKA/

- LIMITS 4ND AREA -

The work covered by this report is contain-
ed on one sheet, scale 1/20,000. The area over
which soundings were taken extends from Dog Island
in Felice Strait, along the north shore of Duke Is-
land, through Sealed Passage, out to a line extending
from the Bee Rocks to Point Percy, and takes in the
waters between the Percy Islands and Hotspur Island.

- GENERAL DESCRIFTIOE -

Sealed Passage joins Felice Strait with Clar-
ence Stralt and pssses between Duke Island on the east,
and Hobtspur Islsnd end Percy Islands on the west,

There are a number of roeks and reefs in Jealed Passage
and vessels should be extremely cautious in ugsing sanme.
Reefs and shoals extend more than six miles off shore
to the soutaward of Duke Island.

- DETAILED DESCRIPTION -

The shore along the north of Duke Island is
broken by many small bays., The Vegag Islands are
twin islands, heavily wooded, and lay close to Duke
Island. The passage between Vegas and Duke Islands
is foul, but can be used by launches, with proper csau-
tion. Launches using the waters between the Percy
Islands and Hotspur Islsnd should do s0 with much cau-
tion, owing to the numerous rocks and reefs.

- REEFS AND SHQALS -

- Pamgas Reef, which lies sbout 3/4 of a mile
off Duke Island, is awash st Hy W, ‘
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4 least depth of about 6 fathoms was found
on 8 shoal about 800 yards N.W. (Mag.) from the Vegsas
Islands.

A depth of about € fathoms was found on a
shoal half way between the Percy Islands and Point
White, in latitude 54° 55' (1,100 meters)? longitude
131° 32' (840 meters) W

There are several shoals between Point White
and Bee Rocks, which need no special description as
they are shown on the sheet. The area South (Mag.)
of Point White is very foul.

- SAILING DIRRECTIONS -

Vessels attempting to use Sesled Passage
ghould do so with utmost caution. When bound in
from Clarence Strait, bring the eastern tangent of
Annette Point in renge with the western tangent of the
Ve§as Islands. This will give & course of sbout
47° (True) and greet care should be teken not to be
set to the westward, in fact it is well to veer off to
the eastward a 1little,when the larger of the Percy
Islands is sbeam in order to elear the 6 fathom shoal.
When Werliek Islsnd is abeam the course should be heid
changed to 20° (True). This course should be held 4ely
until the north emnd of the Vegas Islends is sbeam when
it may be changed so as to clear Wallsce Reef or Snipe
Island and take up the regular courses through Felice
Strait. Vessels of shallow draft may lay s course
to clear Vegas Islands about 350 yards to the eastward
with safety.

- ANCHORAGES -

The best anchorage within the area covered
by this survey is in Ryus Bay, and this is covered by
a separate sheet and report.

; There are severasl anchorages which small
boats may use, but a loeal knowledge is considered
necessary. Small boats may esnchor in HNiguette Harbor,
in about & fathoms of water, sandy bottom, but there is
very little swinging room. There are two or three
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anchoragas among the Percy lslands where small boats
may find shelter, but they are only recommended to
those who are familiar with the loocality.

--CONCLUDING REMARKS -

Generally speeking, the area covered by this
sheet ighost irregular - meny shosls and reefs rise
abruptly out of comparatively deep water.

4 current of about two knots runs through
Sealed Psssage, and during a southerly blow the ebbd
current csuses a heavy ground swell as far up as the
Yeogas Islands. : '

Before Sealed Passage is safe for sonstent
use 1t is recommended that same be thoroughly gone over
with the wire drag and several buoys be established,

namely, one on the shosl off Vegas Islsnds, and one on
the shoal between the Percy Islapnds and Point White.

Respectfully submitted,

(i::;/// Assistant, C. & G. Survey.

JUM/NDG .
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