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Descriptive Report to Accompany Hydrographic Sheet No. 1
Sitkalidak Strait, Kodiak Island, 1928.

Authority for the survey described herewith is contalned in
instructions to the Commanding Officer, Steamer SURVEYOR, dated
Februsry 18, 1928.

Survey Methods. No unusual survey methods were used in surveying

the area shown on sheet No. 1. The instructions for this work

specify that the hand lead shall be used in depths less than 15

fathoms. ‘“hen the 15 fathom curve was close to the shore, and the

bottom changed abruptly, this was not done, 3s the change from mach-

ine to hand lesd was awkwsrd with the launch used. All depths

less than 15 fsthoms in anchorages or lmportant sreas were sounded :
with the hand lead.  Practically all soundings west of Nut Island

were taken with the hand lead. . 1

The survey submitted herewith is complete for present re- :

quirements with the following minor exceptions: :
!

The 48 fathom sounding—igéé meters 97 degrees true from |
triangulation Signal Bluff on Fang Point. This sounding was among ;
thie first of the season sznd was not checked before going shead. !
1t is possible that it should be 68 fathoms, but the sounding south
of the 48 fathom sounding indicate a ridge here. Soundings between
position 35a and 36a do not show any indication. The 48 fathoms K
should be left until its non-existence is proved. '

There 1s an 8 fsthom spot 600 meters 180 degrees true from
trisngulation staticn East Base which should be investigated with
wire drage.

The 19 fathom sounding, 1650 meters 87 degrees true from
topographic signal "Tip" on Lagoon Point, has been carefully devel-
oped but the indicated ridge rumning south by west from this sound- (O
ing could be sounded more carefully or investigated with wire drag.

llc Donald Lagoon was not completely sounded because of limited _
time. This Lagoon is unimportsnt except for small boats. ) i

[0-4 302
There is a 3 fathom sounding 1220 meters 185 degrees’ true
from triangulstion station "Table', which was not developed.

Tide reducers for this shset were obtained from the portable
sgutomatic tide gasuge maintained during the season at the Whaling
Station, Port Hobron.

The projection laid out on the boat sleetdiffers. from thst on
the smooth she@lbecause it was 1sid out béfore the datum was determined,
the projection on the smooth shedtbeing correct. The projection on’
the smooth sheatis 278.2 meters west of the one on the boat sheét.
41l notes in tihe records refer to the boat sheetprojection.




Dangers. Aberdeen Rock, with a least depth of 6-1/2 feet at mean

lower low water lies 1320 meters, 306 degrees true from the light

on Nut Island. It is not marked by kelp or buoy. The rock is on a -
range with the north tangents of Cat Island and the low point on *

which Signal "Bee" is built.. It is the most importsnt danger in the
Strait.

In Tanginak anchorage, & rock awash at mean lower low water lies (-
750 meters, 21 degrees true from topographic signal "Cut", and there
is heavy kelp between this rock and the shore at signal "Cut".

Shag Rock, 150 meters.north of %3% Island is 6 feet high but on
dsrk nights is sometimes dhfficult to sec.

4All the coast between Tanginak anchorage and Tablg Island is
snoal with numerous scattered boulders along the beach and on the
bottom.

There are several rocks awash on the south shore of Left Caps,
some of them lying several hundred yards off shore. They are all
shown plainly on the sheet.

The channels anong the islands in the vicinity of Snug Cove -
have not been fully developed:; all dangers found are shown on the
sheet.

There is a rock bare at low water 1040 meters, 216 degrecs true
from topogrsph signal "Lite". This rock lies about 100 meters off shore
and probably is connected by 8 ledge to the shore. All hydrogrsphy
south ané west of the southwest end of the Narrows should be rcgarded
a2s reconnaissance only and future hydrography should over-lsp to the
southwegt end of the Narrows.

A reef bsre at low water lies about 100 meters off shore at the —
northeast end of the narrows, northwest side. This recf covers gt
high tide.

Channels. Cosst Pilot sailing directions for the Strait were written
to conform to the dashed red line shown on the boat shest. The Narrows
has a least depth of 14 feet over a bar near the southwest end. There
appears to be a 20 foot channel .near the northwest shore of the Narrows
in this. vicinity but it is too narrow to nav1gate without aids, for
maximun draft.

Captain Peterson of the whaling vessel "Aberdeen' has used the
nerrows for several years, and has experienced no trouble at any stage
of the tide. He says thst st times when the water is particularly clesr

he has been able 10 see the bottom in the shoal sections, and remarks
that it is 21l pray ssnd, appardntly frec from boulders. The three
stesm whalers, "Aberdeen",”moran", and "Tanginak!" use this channel
regulsrly. The "Panginsk" has a maximum draft of 13 feet. In towing
whales, the flippers of the whale sometimes drag at 16 to 18 feet depth
and 3ll three captains maintsin that the placex where these flippers

o .
usually drsg aie.lp the vicinity of the 14 foot spot described above

e




Previous to the survey in 1928, these whalers were favoring the
southeast shore in making the bend between Sheep 1sland and shore.
Thé best water, however, is between the pile beacon (established
in 1928 by the Lighthouse Service) and Sheep Island.

Anchorages. There are numerous good anchorages in the Strait, the
best of which is in Sheep Bay, south or east of Sheep Island. Secure
anchorsge for all vessels in any weather csn be had here in 6 to 7
fsthoms mud bottom. Good anchorage can be 3lso found in the follow-
ing places:

Amee Bay 7 to 12 fathoms soft bottom.

In the Strait 500 yards southwest of West Base, 14 to
16 fathoms S4E& bottom.

In Port- Hobron off whaling station, 16 to 19 fathoms
sand bhottom.

At the head of Port Hobron, 16 to 20 fathoms mud bottom.
Tanginak Anchorage 13 to 18 fathoms sticky bottom.

llc Donsld Lagoon (small craft) 3 to 15 fathoms .sticky
bottom.

The steam whaling vessels "Tanginsk", "Aberdeen", and "lMoran"
favored the Sheep Bay anchorage, and the survey Launch "Wildcat' found
this to be the only satisfactory snchorage for all weather. Launch
"/ildcat" used Snug Cove for a mooring for the 30 foot hydrographic
launch, and in good weather or in southerly weather "dlldcot" could
anchor safely in this cove. There is not much swxnglng room , however
snd the cove is exposed to northerly weather.

Geographic Naomes. See report to sccompany Topographic Sheet "A"
Sitkalidsk Strait 1928.

*-
(?igne?) Paul A. Smith.

Note by Chiéf of Party:

The work on this sheet was done by
the party on the WILDCAT with Paul A.Smith in charge. Due
to distance, the SURVEYOR was unable to visit Port Hobron
during the season, and therefore the chief of party had no

opportunity to supervise the work. - I have examined the
sheet carefully and approve it. Certain critisms are
noted in the above report. Any additional work considered

necessary could be done by this party next season.

0
(;EVI§§ ™ Rra

R.R.Lukens.
M. 5”7/[‘% /s now detacled
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(For Files of Field Records Section)

"Division of Hydrogrephy and Topography: Mar, 33, 1039,
Divisian of Charts;

Tide Reducers are approved in
10 volumes of bounding records for

HYDROGRAPHIC SHEKT ‘g’“

Locality: sqycaltgak Straits, 8. ¥, Alesks

Chief of Party:
Plane of referencep'isa’ Lukens ia 1938,

ere Hean lower low water, reading -
4,8 Tt. on tide stfff Port Hodron, Sitkslidek Island.

~

Condition of records satisfactofy except as checked below:

1. Locality and sublocality of survey omitted.

2. Month and day of month emitted. _

3. Time meridien not given at beginning of day's work.

4. Time (whether A.M. oy P.M.) not given at beginning of dey's work.
5. BSoundings (whether in feet or fathoms) net clearly.shown in record.
6> Leadline correctipn entered in wrong column.

7. Field reductions entered in "0ffice" column. .

@#. Location of tide guuge not given at beginning of day's work.

9, leadline corrections not cleurly stuted,
16. Kind of sounding tube used not stated.

eax.

11. Sounding tube No. entered in column.of “Soundings® insteud of *Remarks".

12. Legibility of record could be improved,
13. Remurks.,

Paul e, vy

o "L
vadney

Chief, Division of Tides and Currents.
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The Hydrographic Sheet should be accompanied by this form,
filled in as completely as possible, when the sheet is for-
warded to the Office.

Field No. ... (&
REGISTER NO. ZB 5%
State_...__.. Alaska e eceemmemen e mem e e en s eenee
General locality 4dia’;\<,.;.=\»s._tand_.,_ ......
Locality... Sitkalidak Strait, left Gape to O0ld Harbor. ... _ .
Spale----l.-;-__Z_QQQQ ..... Date of survey..July,August,Sept. 1928

Vessel.... Surveyor (‘Hil_c_i.c.a.t.)-...' ...............................................................

Chief of Party... R. R. lukens

Soundings in fathoms ki

Plane of reference......_. Mo Lo Tie. e

Verified by........... U,G;L B
Instructions dated. ... February 18 1928
Remarks:

‘ON *93d

yS8y



Fiold Records Soctich (chafts)

HYTROGRAPHIC SHEET No. él-g 5 -IT

Tho followling statistics will bo submittod with the

cartographerts report on the sheot:

Number of positions on shoet '.cl 3;{
RNumber of positions chocked . g”.’*!
Numbor of positions revised . . J ‘.

Number of soundings recorded . S.SH]
Numbor of soundings recvised . .3.5.

Number of signals erroncously

plottod or transforrod . . . oY%

Datos « = = - - - £ _2:_!.3 c‘..._......
Cartographor: - - - .:% = E.‘.;Sg:.%.




