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DESCRIPTIVE REPORT
to sccompany

Hydrographic Sheet Noe. 3, Wax Lake and Part of Atchafalaya Baye.
Louisiana Field Party Noe 4.
Thos, B. Reed, Chief of Party

Projeoct HeTe 156

DATE OF INSTRUCTIONS: June 26 and September 15, 1934; Telegrem dated
August 14, 1934; Letter dated December 24, 1934
No. 22-R§ 1990 (4). :

DATE OF SURVEY: December 4, 1934 to February 19, 1935. {

SURVEY METHODS:

This survey was made by the usual launch hydro-
graphio methods, using a standard lead line for the deeper soundings
and a pole for soundings up to about 11 feet.

DISCREPANCIES:

Discrepancies in the records necessitating changes
of objects or angles by the smooth plotter are noted in the sounding Not charted.
recordse The sunken wreck located on positions 58 and 59w was sglvaged |t W' ..
on May 9, 1935 end the wreck symbol was removed from the sheet. (See siderahion we-
notes on page 57 Vole 9 and page 25, Vole 10)e Positions 110h to 118h [*** Ty
(red) were transferred to this sheet from Sheet No. 4.

Cut-off Channel Bescon (shown on Chart No. 199 es r
. Bn PS) and Beacon No. 5 have been destroyed and should be removed from
the chart. All other beacons and lights existing in the area are
shown on the sheet. Temporary weter signals are shown by notes on the
smooth sheet,

GENERAL DESCRIPTIUN:

This sheet includes Wax Lake, Wax Lake Pass and a

part of Atchafaleys Bay. With the exception of Belle Isle and the -
northern end of the sheet near Station POSSUM there are no trees near

the shore line of the ares covered by this sheet. Except for the above

two areas the entire region is marshe Negro Hgrmock, shown on Chart

Nos 199, to the westward of Wax Leke Pass is gone. This ares is now

all mersh.

There are a considerable number of shoals and
oyster reefs in the southwestern part of the sheets Oyster reefs too _
shoal to be crossed by the sounding launch were sketched on the boat
sheet by the hydrographere

A {s» nJ‘lJ on “ '5739.
The line of soundings between positions 31b' and | netspucedow est.

38b' was run about 50 meters west of a line of brush stakes, marking e

the channel. This channel is very narrow, being only ebout 20 feet
wide and has been dug out of the mud end kept open largely by propellor
action of tug boats of a shell dredging company which makes almost

deily trips between Morgen City and their dredging operations on Point
au Fer Reef. .

v
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COMPARISON WITH PREVIQUS SURVEYS:

Coples of hydrographic sheets of the 1885 and 1909
surveys in this ares are not gvailable for mgking a comparison. A v
general comparison with Chart Noe 199 shows considerable change since
the old survey, espeoially in the shoal areas on the southern S‘Qﬂ:‘t of .

the sheet. Cmu,am.u withy actoal sorveps shows close sreement 1w many an:zs‘. For Jurther defailysee g;ﬂ.u::‘

JUNCTION WITH CONTEMPORARY SURVEYS:

This sheet Joins on the east with Sheet No. 2, on -
the south with Sheet Noe 4 and on the west with Sheet Nos 5.

RECOMMENDATION FOR ADDITIONAL FIELD WORK¢

On both sides of Wax Leke and ineluded within the
area of New Chart Noe. 1276 there are a large number of bayous, pract-
ically all of which are navigables. While the amount of navigation in
them et present is small, they should be charted to make the new chart
completes It is recommended that after the air photo survey of the area
is ocompleted, these bayous be soundede

GEOUGRAPHIC NAMES:

Geographic names shown on this sheet which agree

with those on Chart Noe 199 were checked with looal residents and are d

correct as showne The two bayous entering East Bay sre known locally
as "Big Hog Bayou" and "Little Hog Bayou" and are named incerrectly on
Chart Noe 199. These names are shown correctly on the Ue 8. Engineers
Belle Isle quadrangle. *

TIDE REDUCERS:

Tide reductions are shown on the gttached sheets.

Respectfully submitted,

Those Be Reed’
Lisute., Co & G, Survey,
Chief of Field Party Noe 4.

|
i
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Statistios for Sheet Noe 3

YEAR . :
1934-35 DAY VOLe STATUTE MI, NUMBER NUMBER
DATE ==== LETTER =w-e= Noo¢ ==w== SDG. LINES =~ SOUNDINGS -~ POSITIONS
Dec. 4 a 1 2305 795 96
" 5 b 1 24.9 824 108
“ooT7 o 1&2 . 2546 . . 780 : 120
" 8 d 2 34,5 913 113
" 9 é 2&3 . 3640 921 126
" 10 f 3 12,0 340 50
"oo12 g 3 &4 43,7 1074 131
"oo20° h 4 44,0 1040 126
" 30 3 4 442 106 13
Jane 3 x 4&65 3043 739 85
" 4 1 5 2145 484 64
" 5 m 5 3643 854 98
" 6 n 5&6 172 405 81
n 7 . P 6 5347 1218 139
" 8 q 6 &7 34,5 703 99
*too9 r 7 571 1333 158
" 10 s 74& 8 5545 1288 158
"o t 8 3347 828 117
"1z u 9 47,0 1066 133
"3 v 9 & 10 3643 876 122
"4 w 10 2244 557 68
" 15 x 10 22 42 5186 63
"o24 y 11 22,7 632 81
" 25 z 11 21,9 515 6%
" 26 al 11 & 12 4447 1126 145
" 28 bt 12 2343 555 73
w29 o! 12 17,0 461 80
" 30 dr 12 £ 135 19,4 478 72
Feb, & ot 13 9,0 230 33
" 19 | LI 13 . 1.8 63 16
TOTAL =cmer=mwmue 875.7 21,720 2,830

No. Sqe Miles, Area of Soundings --= 85,0



HYDROGRAPHIC SURVEY NO. HS790

Smooth Sheet 1 .

Boat Sheet 1

Sounding Records 13 - Vols,

Descriptive Report Yes .

Title. Sheet Yes -
Lis£ of Signals : Yes in Vol.' 1

Landmarks for Charts (Form 567) “Wg Mo

‘\A—‘»U

Statistics Yes

' Approved by Chief of Party T. B. Read

Recoverable Station Cards {(Form 524) M

Special Chart for Lighthouse Service I\NU\I\D-

(Circular Nov. 30,1933)

Remarks




Field Records Section (Charts).

HYDROGRAPHIC SHEET NO. .5790

The following statistics will be submitted with the

cartographer's report on the sheet:

Number of positions on sheet
Number of positions checked
Number of positions revised

Number of soundings recorded
Number of soundings revised
Number of sigﬁals erroneously

plotted or transferred

" 10,1938
Date: Avgy /o
Trwed bY ” V. /?W,'{' .

Verification by ~27/. s‘:gZe,z;L7
Review by Havold .W. Muvvay

¢ [N}
Ver.Covrections

2830

43

®Ri{, 720

‘ol-‘oo

1O

Tiowe
Time:

Time:

26 Ar
63 Ar
29 Hr
/d 2’_ "

’



VERIFICATION REPORT H-5790 (1935)

1,CONFORMITY T0 HYDROGRABHIC MANUAL

2e

Se

4.

Se

6e

The sounding records gre neat and legible and conform to the require- 5;;“;’:-‘;1,
ments of the hydrogra phic menusl. No datum was shown on the smooth ““ " il
sheet, All discrepsncies necessitating chenges by the smooth plotter

are noted in the sounding records,

LEPTH CURVES

The zero curve is found in only one spot. The six, twelve, elghteen _/
and thirty foot curves are complete within the limits of this survey.
The sixty foot curve is found in only one place.

FIELD PLOTTING

The field plotting was complete to the extent required for the —
soundings, The hydro signals in the water a re of a temporary nature
and therefore no description is shown. Authority for the line of pilingz
for hyacinth barricade and the movable log boom is found in records P.,22
Vol.2 epposite 11lc-112¢c. (Iat, 26-38.8', Long. 91-23.6'),
Discrepancies: Bethslysfollon same spof. Sussthed vt rtmnrs .

Doubtful crossing~ 5' falls outside 8' (lat. 29-33,1', Long, 91-24,3')

%13! 1’&11? between 4' and 8' on line 66b'-67b' (lat. 29-24,.2', Long.

91-28,8" ;g
OFFICE PLOTTING

Pile at (Iat.29-28.2', long. 91-20,6') see Pos 1z Vol, 11

4.1"“ witly
T-6178(113¢%

Pile at (Iat. 29-27.6', Long. 91-21.2') see Pos 2z Vol. 11 -
The shoal reefs at (Iat, 29-25'% Long. 91-29.5') were taken from -
the boat sheet, _

For location of sunken dredge (Iat, 29-24.7'? Long. 91-29,5') see P

detached position P, 43, Vol. 12.

Temporary hydro signal BUC was transferred from B-5824(1935) and the

line 110h-118h (red) (lat, 29-24,5'? Long., 91-28') was plotted on this
survey, since it fell off the other sheet, The fixes and soundings

were transferred to Vol 13 and made a part of this survey.

« JUNCTIONS :

Junction wes made with B-5789(1935) to the weat. The agreement was
good but because the soundings varied a little around 6 ft., it was
necessary to change the 6 ft. curve on both surveys somewhat. Junetione
with B-5824(1935) to the south ayd with B-5852(1935) to the east could not
be made since these surveys have ndt been verified to date. Curves which
might be affected by these Junctions werd left in pencil,

REMARKS
Since depths to the nearest % ft. were recorded and plotted in the

field, they were cerried forward in the office acéording to the-rules e doced
prescribed in the Manual, The line of brush stakes marking the channellf\s\f,‘is,_
as noted underFP "General Description” of this report, were not plotted / wuw
since no further information was available. Uecision is left to the review-
ers ‘lhe HW.L., was compared with T=6300(1934), Ne-eompiletien—te—eavetil-
abloon-eentemplabdds Sce Rev. for othersorveys.

Respectfully submitted,

August 10,1935 W



Survey No.__H5790

GEOGRAPHIC NAMES

Date.__May 29, 1935 IOUISIANA Chart No. 1116

Diagram No. 1116

Approved by the Division of Geographic Names, Department of Interior. %
Referred to the Division of Geographic Names, Department of Interior. R

»  Under investigation. Q

New Names Names assigned

Status Name on Survey Name on Chart. in local use by Field

Location

/

; 4
Possum Point Bayou § S

wWax LAKE 2

Bayou Blue

Iittle iax Bayou

- —

Towhend Bayou

Leopsrd Bayou

~

0 e e st e o e e

Hogz o

‘Wax Lake Pass

AN

New Pags

L£oal Boat Pass

Big Wax Bayou

____________ Cama

Big Hog Bayou
Little Hog Bayou V[ —cec-ece—=e - "

ke KOS Y S ] =

Atchafalaya Bay I/ Same

(-i38)
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Form 718
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
COAST AND GEODETIC SURVEY

Ed. Feb. 1

TIDE NOTE FOR HYDROGRAPHIC SHEET

June 11, 1935
Division of Hydrography and Topography:

./ Division of Charts: Attention Mr. E. P. Ellis

Tide Reducers are approved in
13 wvolumes of sounding records for

HYDROGRAPHIC SHEET 5790

Locality Central Part and Wax Lake, Atchafpflaya Bay, Coast of Louisiana

Chief of Party: Thos. B. Reed in 1934 - 1935
Plane of reference is mean low water reading
3.8 ft. on tide staff at Coal Boat Pass (Wax Lake Pass)
ft. below B.M. 1
ft. on tide staff at Junction of Wax Lake and Little Wax Bayou (Listle
ft. below B.M. 1 Wex Bayou Entrance)
ft. on tide staff at Point Chevrewmil
ft. below B.M. 1
ft. on tide staff at Pugene Island
ft. below B. M. 1
ft. on tide staff at Deer Island, Bayou Entrance
ft. below B. M. 1 '
2.6 ft. on tide staff at Zlue Hammock Bayou, Atchafolaya Bay
2.3 ft. below B. M. 1 ,
Height of mean high water above plane of reference is 1.2 ft. at Coal Boat Pass
(Wa.x Lake Pass); 1.1 f£t. at Little Wax Bayou ew Entrance (Junction Wax Laleand

] . L)

msu:bt-'svmmm»—:
HolpoloO-a-d

Little Wax Bayou); l.1 ft. at Point Chevreuil; 1.3 ft. at Bugene Island; 1.1 ft.
at Deer Island, Bayou Entrance; 1.2 ft. at Blue Hammock Bayoun, Atchafalaya Bay.

Condition of records satisfactory except as noted below:

Chief, Division of Tides and Currents.

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE



Section of Field Records

REVIEW OF HYDROGRAPHIC SURVEY NO. 5790 (1934-35) FIELD NO. 3

Central Part and Wax Lake, Atchafalaya Bay, La.
Surveyed in 193435
Instructions dated June 26, 1934 (T. B. Reed)

Hand Lead and Pole Soundingse. 3 Point fixes on shore signals.

Chief of Party - Thos. B, Reed.

Surveyed by = Je Fe MoIlwaine.

Protracted by - T+ F. Donlon.

Soundings penciled by - T. Fs Donlon.

Verified and inked by - H. V. Bennett and M. Silverberg.

1.

2e

3

4,

Be

Condition of Records.

The resords are neat and legible and conform to the requirements
of the Hydrographic Manual except as followss

e A number of piles and the low water line originating with
contemporary topographic surveys were not shown on the
smooth sheet. These were added in the office.

b The geographic reference datum was not indicated on the
smooth sheets This was added in the office.

The“Desoriptive Report’is very clear and comprehensive and satis-
factorily covers all matters of importance.

Compliance with Instructions for the Project.

The plan, character and extent of the survey satisfy the instruc-
tionas for the projeot.

Shoreline and Signals,

The shoreline on this sheet originates with Plane Table Surveys
7-6178 (1934), T=6299b (1934) and T=-6300 (1934). The topographic
signals used originate with Tw6299b (1934) and T-6300 (1934).

Sounding Line Crossings.

Sounding line orossings are satisfactory.

Depth Curvess

Within the limits of the survey, the usual depth curves may be
satisfactorily drawn, except the low water curve which was trans=
ferred from the conbtemporary topographic surveys in the officee.
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H=5790 (1934-36) = 2

Junctions with Contemporary Surveys.

8. The junction on the east with Ha5789 (1934-35) is satis=
factory. :

b, The junction on the south with H-5824 (1935) and on the

west with H=5862 (1935) will be considered in the reviews
of those surveys,

Comparison with Prior Surveys.

H=6568 (1868) H~2997 (1909)
H-176% (1887)  H-2999 (190%)

Soundings of the above surveys in the broad flat areas generally
agree within 1 to 2 feet with those of the present survey. 1In
the deeper areas, numerous changes have occurred with depths on
the present survey being deeper in some cases and shoaler in
others. The numerous shoal areas and oyster reefs located on
the o0ld surveys are adequately developed on the present survey
and should be superseded by that survey for charting purposes,
The only exception is the 2=1/2 foot sounding (not charted)
originating with H.858 (1868) in latitude 29° 25.,2', longitude
91° 24.6', which was carried forwarde This 2-1/2 is one of three
similar soundings obtained on line and falls about 60 ms from two
lines of 6 foot soundings on the present survey. The surrounding
depths on both surveys are in excellent agreement,

Comparison with Chart Nos 199 (Corrected to Jan. 26, 1934).

e Ezdrograggx.

Qb  Soundings shown on the chart within the limits of the
present survey originate with surveys discussed in
preceding paragraphs and need no further consideration
in this review. In connection with previous chartings
of the above soundings, it is noted that a number of
soundings on some prior surveys are charted approxie-
mately 140 m. northward, whereas others on other
surveys are charted 100 me eastward of their correct
geographie positions. These differences are probably
due to either incorrect datum adjustments or to former
obsolete charting methods. These differences, in turn,
account for a portion of the apparent changes in
positions and depths of numerous shoal spots noted
by the field party and based on comparisons with the
chart. (See D. R., page 2).

(2 The charted hydrography in the small streams emptying
. 1nto Wax Lake and Wax Lake Pass, and not covered by
the present survey, originate with H=2997 (1909), H-2998
(1909), H-2998a (1909), and blue print 14578 (1913),



H~5790 (1934.%56) - 3

the latter being s private survey. In view of the
general good egreement existing between these
surveys and the present survey st the entrance to
the various streams, they should be used for charte
ing purposes in those areas which fall outside the
limits of the present surveys

be Fixed Aids to Navigation.

{1e Beacons located on the present survey are in practice
ally the same positions as charted. However, with
Beacon "6" destroyed (see next par.), Beacons "3" and
"9" do not adequetely mark the channel across the
extensive shoal area in the vicinity of latitude 29°
26,0', longitude 91° 24.8'. Also, Beacons "9" and
11" do not mark the best water leading into the
Atchafaleya River channels These beacons mark the
ocutoff channel across Atchafalays Bay which according
to the latest Coast Pllot is good for a draft of 6
feetse Such draft could be msintained by a change in
location of some of the beacons marking this channel.
(See also Beacon ‘4on H=5852 to the westward and Beacon

“13" on H=5789 to the eastward)s This matter has been
referred to the Lighthouse Bureau.

(2% Charted Beacons "PS™ (latitude 29° 25.9', longitude
91° 28.,3') and "5" (latitude 29° 26.1', longitude 91°
24,7') have been destroyed according to the field
party's notation in the Descriptive Report (page 1).
However, this office has no record of these beacons
having been permanently discontinued. These beacons
should be retalned on the chart pending further in-
formation from the Lighthouse Bureau.

6. Controlling Bepth in Channels.

The charted controlling depth of 6 feet as of June 1833 is
borne out by the present survey (vioinity of latitude 29°
26.5', longitude 91° 20.3') and is e safe depth to carry al-
though several feet more can be carried in & narrow restrict-
ed channel,

9« Field Plotting.

Field protracting and plotting of soundings are excellent and con=
form to the requirements of the Hydrographic Manual.

10. Additional Field Work Recommended.

This is an excellent survey and no additional field work is re~
quired. However, attention is direoted to the Chief of Party's



11.

12,

- 13

He5790 (1934=35) w 4

recommendation in the Descriptive Report (page 2) regarding the
desirability of surveying the navigable bayous on both sides of
Wax Leke whioh were not covered by the present survey.

Note to Compiler.

Attention is directed to the continued use of prior surveys dis
cussed in paragraph 8a (2) and to destroyed beacons disuussed in
paragraph 8b (2) of this review.

Superseding Previous Surveyse.

Within the area covered, H-5790 (1934.35) with the indicated
additions from prior surveys, supersedes the following surveys
for charting purposess

H.668 (18568) in part
B-1763 (1887) " n
H-2097 (1%09) " "
H-2999 (1809) " "

Reviewed by - Harold W. Murray, October 5, 1935.

. Inspected by - A« L. Shalowitz.

Examined and approved:

Ce Ko Green,%j)'/m/' . “( T M.—W

Chief, Section of Field Records. Chief, Division of Charts.

v

Chief, Seotion of Field Work. Chief, Division of H. & T,
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