




The purpose of this survey is to provide contemporary surveys to update 
National Ocean Service (NOS) nautical charts. All separates are filed with the 
hydrographic data. Any revisions to the Descriptive Report (DR) generated during 
office processing are shown in bold red italic text. The processing branch 
maintains the DR as a field unit product, therefore, all information and 
recommendations within the body of the DR are considered preliminary unless 
otherwise noted. The final disposition of surveyed features is represented in the 
OCS nautical chart update products. All pertinent records for this survey, 
including the DR, are archived at the National Centers for Environmental 
Information (NCEI) and can be retrieved via http://www.ncei.noaa.gov/. 
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Digitally signed by Jon Dasler 
DN: cn=Jon Dasler, o=David 
Evans and Associates, Inc., 
ou=Marine Services Division, 
email=jld@deainc.com, c=US 
Date: 2015.10.22 09:17:10 -07'00'

Digitally signed by Jason Creech 
DN: cn=Jason Creech, o=David 
Evans and Associates, Inc., 
ou=Marine Services Division, 
email=jasc@deainc.com, c=US 
Date: 2015.10.22 09:17:35 -07'00'

Digitally signed by Mick Hawkins 
DN: cn=Mick Hawkins, o=David Evans and 
Associates, Inc., ou, email=msha@deainc.com, c=US 
Date: 2015.10.22 09:18:02 -07'00'

Digitally signed by Kathleen Schacht 
DN: cn=Kathleen Schacht, o=David 
Evans and Associates, Inc., ou, 
email=kmsc@deainc.com, c=US 
Date: 2015.10.22 09:18:36 -07'00'









 
 
 
 

APPENDIX I 
 

TIDES AND WATER LEVELS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Project: OPR-J377-KR2-15
Contractor Name: David Evans and Associates, Inc.

Date:
Inclusive Dates: July 10, 2015 - September 23, 2015

Field work is complete
Time (UTC)

Day Number Date Start Time End Time
191 07/10/2015 0:19:22 23:32:53
192 07/11/2015 0:15:06 18:22:47
193 07/12/2015 1:58:00 23:59:31
194 07/13/2015 0:02:49 8:32:58
231 08/19/2015 0:32:50 2:35:12
266 09/23/2015 22:35:51 22:37:35

September 23, 2015

H12740
TIMES OF HYDROGRAPHY



DATE: 

HYDROGRAPHIC BRANCH: Atlantic Hydrographic Branch
HYDROGRAPHIC PROJECT: OPR-J377-KR2-15

HYDROGRAPHIC SURVEY: H12740

LOCALITY: Approaches to Breton Sound, LA
SUB-LOCALITY: 15 NM East of Pass a Loutre

TIME PERIOD ¹ : July 10, 2015 - September 23, 2015

TIDE STATIONS USED:
Station Name Station ID Type Latitude Longitude

Pilots Station East, SW Pass LA 876-0922 Control 28° 55.9' N 89° 24.5' W

PLANE OF REFERENCE (MEAN LOWER LOW WATER) : 
0.000m

HEIGHT OF MEAN HIGH WATER ABOVE PLANE OF REFERENCE: 
0.359m

FINAL ZONING AND TIDAL REDUCERS TO CHART DATUMN:

Zone
Time Corrector 

(Mins) Range Ratio

CGM228 12 1.01
CGM229 0 1.01

¹ Please refer to the comprehensive list in attached Times of Hydrography.

http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/datums.html?units=1&epoch=0&id=8760922&name=Pilots+Station+East%2C+SW+Pass&state=LA

September 23, 2015

H12740
FINAL TIDE NOTE AND ZONING
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Jason Creech

From: Christina Fandel - NOAA Federal <christina.fandel@noaa.gov>

Sent: Thursday, December 18, 2014 5:20 AM

To: Jon Dasler

Cc: Jason Creech; Lucy Hick - NOAA Federal; Tiffany Squyres - NOAA Federal

Subject: Re: OPR-J377-KR2-15 Draft Project Instructions

Jon, 

 

I contacted CO-OPS regarding your request to smooth the tidal data from the SW Pass 

station to eliminate the high frequency noise generated when ships pass by the gauge. 

Colleen Fanelli, the Hydrographic Planning Lead at CO-OPS, has agreed to your request 

and has granted DEA permission to apply a low pass filter to the water level data for tide 

reduction at the SW Pass (8760922) station. Please let me know if you have any 

questions.  

 

Christy  
 

On Tue, Dec 16, 2014 at 6:15 PM, Jon Dasler <Jld@deainc.com> wrote: 

Thanks Christy. One of the issues we will want to address with CO-OPS are the glitches in the recorded water level every 

time a ship passes the SW Pass gauge at 8760922. We did binomial smoothing last time (approved by Steve Gill) to 

remove this from the water level data as this clearly does not happen offshore. Below is a sample from the gauge. At 

times the impact is greater than what is being shown below. 
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Jon L. Dasler, PE, PLS, CH | Vice President, Director of Marine Services 

David Evans and Associates, Inc. | Marine Services Division | www.deamarine.com 

t: 360.314.3200 | c: 503.799.0168  |  jld@deainc.com 

  

 

  

Follow us on LinkedIn | Twitter | Facebook | YouTube 

  

This email is intended only for the addressee and contains information that is privileged and confidential. If you receive this email in 

error, please do not read, copy, or disseminate it. Please reply to the sender immediately to inform the sender that the email was 
misdirected, then erase it from your computer system.  

  

Please consider the environment before printing this email. 

  

  

From: Christina Fandel - NOAA Federal [mailto:christina.fandel@noaa.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 16, 2014 1:42 PM 
To: Jon Dasler; Jason Creech 
Cc: Lucy Hick - NOAA Federal; Tiffany Squyres - NOAA Federal 
Subject: OPR-J377-KR2-15 Draft Project Instructions 

  

Jason and Jon, 

 

Attached please find a zipped file containing the draft project instructions for OPR-J377-

KR2-15 as well as the preliminary GIS files. Please provide a cost estimate for this 

survey area at your earliest convenience.  

  

For reference, Lucy Hick will be the COR for this project and I will serve as the Technical 

Point of Contact. Please include both Lucy and myself on all correspondence regarding 

this project.  
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Thank you and please let me know if you have any questions or concerns. 

  

Christy 

--  

Christy Fandel 

Physical Scientist 

Hydrographic Survey Division 

Office of Coast Survey, NOAA 

Christina.Fandel@noaa.gov 

(301) 713-2702 x178 

  

 

 

 

--  

Christy Fandel 

Physical Scientist 

Hydrographic Survey Division 

Office of Coast Survey, NOAA 

Christina.Fandel@noaa.gov 

(301) 713-2702 x178 
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Jason Creech

From: Jon Dasler

Sent: Sunday, July 12, 2015 6:04 PM

To: Jon Dasler; ed.landgraf@shell.com; tim.osborn@noaa.gov

Cc: christina.fandel@noaa.gov; Jason Creech

Subject: RE: RE: Gas leak on Shell pipeline

Attachments: Slide1.JPG; Slide2.JPG

Corrected the text on slide 1. 

 

From: Jon Dasler 
Sent: Sun 7/12/2015 4:07 PM 
To: ed.landgraf@shell.com; tim.osborn@noaa.gov 
Cc: christina.fandel@noaa.gov; Jason Creech 
Subject: RE: RE: Gas leak on Shell pipeline 

Attached are the latest images from the survey vessel Blake. They were unable to get a subbottom return on the pipelines 
but trenches evident in the multibeam data match charted pipeline positions. There is a minor depression at the gas seep 
which could be from lifted sediment from the rising gas bubbles. 
  
Jon L. Dasler, P.E., P.L.S.,C.H. 
Senior Vice President, Director Of Marine Services 
David Evans and Associates, Inc. 
Main: (360) 314-3200 Direct: (360) 314-3202 
Mobile: (503) 799-0168 
e-mail jld@deainc.com 

 

From: ed.landgraf@shell.com [mailto:ed.landgraf@shell.com] 
Sent: Sun 7/12/2015 3:53 PM 
To: tim.osborn@noaa.gov; Jon Dasler 
Cc: christina.fandel@noaa.gov; Jason Creech 
Subject: RE: RE: Gas leak on Shell pipeline 

Many Many Thanks!!!  I am passing all this along – would be interesting to see if there is an impression where the leak 

is? If so could be from a boat anchor or jack up rig leg?  
  
Shell is doing overflights and pressure test on the systems as part of the investigation they also made a NRC notification 

earlier today… 
  

From: Tim Osborn - NOAA Federal [mailto:tim.osborn@noaa.gov]  

Sent: Sunday, July 12, 2015 3:47 PM 

To: Jon Dasler 

Cc: Landgraf, Ed L SEPCO-UAS/D/VDW; Christina Fandel - NOAA Federal; Jasc@deainc.com 

Subject: RE: Gas leak on Shell pipeline 
  

Thanks for the continued investigation.  The amount of development and infrastructure in this area that you are 

surveying across is impressive.  

On Jul 12, 2015, at 2:13 PM, Jon Dasler <Jld@deainc.com> wrote: 
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The gas discharge is 200 meters east of an abandoned 8” gas pipeline owned by Southern Natural Gas (details in BOEM 

query below and image attached). It is possible that line is not positioned correctly in the BOEM data base. The Blake is 

sediment sampling in the area today and I asked them to use their 12 kHz deep ocean echosounder as a subbottom profiler 

to see if they can identify a buried pipeline running northeast of the seep and also see if they can detect the Shell oil 

pipeline. The gas seep is in Block MP 299 (image attached).  
 
Jon L. Dasler, PE, PLS, CH | Senior Vice President, Director of Marine Services  
David Evans and Associates, Inc. | Marine Services Division | www.deamarine.com  
t: 360.314.3200 | c: 503.799.0168  |  jld@deainc.com  
 
Follow us on LinkedIn | Twitter | Facebook | YouTube  
This email is intended only for the addressee and contains information that is privileged and confidential. If you receive this email in error, please do 

not read, copy, or disseminate it. Please reply to the sender immediately to inform the sender that the email was misdirected, then erase it from your 

computer system.  
Please consider the environment before printing this email.  

   

From: Tim Osborn - NOAA Federal [mailto:tim.osborn@noaa.gov]  

Sent: Sunday, July 12, 2015 8:24 AM 

To: ed.landgraf@shell.com 

Cc: Jon Dasler; Christina Fandel - NOAA Federal 

Subject: RE: Gas leak on Shell pipeline  

Ed  

Thanks. This will be good to verify.  

On Jul 12, 2015, at 9:27 AM, ed.landgraf@shell.com wrote:  
Yes will close the loop looks like might be a natural air seep as we have no gas lines just oil.  

From: Tim Osborn - NOAA Federal [mailto:tim.osborn@noaa.gov]  

Sent: Saturday, July 11, 2015 9:47 PM 

To: Landgraf, Ed L SEPCO-UAS/D/VDW 

Cc: Jld@deainc.com; christina.fandel@noaa.gov 

Subject: Re: Gas leak on Shell pipeline  
 

Ed   

Thanks. Can Pipeline get back on their investigation of this?    

It was great seeing you and the family last weekend.   

 

On Jul 11, 2015, at 9:44 PM, "ed.landgraf@shell.com" <ed.landgraf@shell.com> wrote:  

Ok thanks I have notified our Shell pipeline folks and they are investigating – may be tomorrow before 

we hear back – I told them just bubbles…  

From: Jon Dasler [mailto:Jld@deainc.com]  

Sent: Saturday, July 11, 2015 9:40 PM 

To: Jon Dasler 

Cc: Landgraf, Ed L SEPCO-UAS/D/VDW; tim.osborn@noaa.gov; christina.fandel@noaa.gov 

Subject: Re: Gas leak on Shell pipeline  
I also see the product code for this pipeline is oil. The crew did not observe a sheen or a smell. Is 

this an oil pipeline? I suppose this could be a natural seep near the pipeline. There must also be a 

current shear as the gas rises straight up then hits current in the upper water column  

Jon Dasler, PE, PLS  

Director of Marine Services  
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David Evans and Associates, Inc.  

360-314-3200  

Direct: 360-314-3202  

Mobile: 503-799-0168  

Email: jld@deainc.com  

www.deamarine.com  

Sent from my iPad  

 

On Jul 11, 2015, at 6:49 PM, Jon Dasler <Jld@deainc.com> wrote:  

Ed  

It looks like the origin and destination lease blocks are what is listed in the BOEM 

query. If I am reading this correctly, the origin of the pipeline is a flange at MP 

290 and the destination is 20-SSTI in Block MP 146. Water depth is 216 feet. The 

Satellite phone for the lab on our survey vessel Blake is 1-480-752-7300. They 

can be reached 24/7.  

<image1.PNG>  

Jon Dasler, PE, PLS  

Director of Marine Services  

David Evans and Associates, Inc.  

360-314-3200  

Direct: 360-314-3202  

Mobile: 503-799-0168  

Email: jld@deainc.com  

www.deamarine.com  

Sent from my iPad  

 

On Jul 11, 2015, at 6:38 PM, Jon Dasler <Jld@deainc.com> wrote:  

I believe so. I don't have a lease block map in front of me but I see 

that listed on the feature they identified in the BOEM data base. I 

will call the ship.  

Jon Dasler, PE, PLS  

Director of Marine Services  

David Evans and Associates, Inc.  

360-314-3200  

Direct: 360-314-3202  

Mobile: 503-799-0168  

Email: jld@deainc.com  

www.deamarine.com  

Sent from my iPad  

 

On Jul 11, 2015, at 6:33 PM, "ed.landgraf@shell.com" 

<ed.landgraf@shell.com> wrote:  

So the Block is MP 146? Just want to confirm?  

From: Jon Dasler [mailto:Jld@deainc.com]  

Sent: Saturday, July 11, 2015 8:30 PM 

To: Landgraf, Ed L SEPCO-UAS/D/VDW 

Cc: Jld@deainc.com; tim.osborn@noaa.gov; 
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christina.fandel@noaa.gov 

Subject: Re: Gas leak on Shell pipeline  
I have a message into our crew on depth. The 

images shows the bubbles over 65 meters off the 

Seafloor (215 ft). The actual water depth may be 

slightly deeper.  

Jon Dasler, PE, PLS  

Director of Marine Services  

David Evans and Associates, Inc.  

360-314-3200  

Direct: 360-314-3202  

Mobile: 503-799-0168  

Email: jld@deainc.com  

www.deamarine.com  

Sent from my iPad  

 

On Jul 11, 2015, at 6:21 PM, 

"ed.landgraf@shell.com" <ed.landgraf@shell.com> 

wrote:  

Go it thanks Jon I will contact our folks.  

From: Jon Dasler [mailto:Jld@deainc.com]  

Sent: Saturday, July 11, 2015 8:16 PM 

To: Landgraf, Ed L SEPCO-UAS/D/VDW 

Cc: Osborn Tim; Federal Christina Fandel - 

NOAA 

Subject: Fwd: Gas leak on Shell pipeline  
Ed  

The image from our survey boat is 

attached below.  

NAD83 degrees minutes decimal 

seconds  

Lat 29 15 22.17 N  

Long 088 45 51.46 W  

Should be position of leak on 

Seafloor  

They also attached the properties 

from the BOEM data base and a 

photo of the bubbles on the sea 

surface. Please feel free to call or 

email me any time.  

Jon Dasler, PE, PLS  

Director of Marine Services  

David Evans and Associates, Inc.  

360-314-3200  

Direct: 360-314-3202  

Mobile: 503-799-0168  

Email: jld@deainc.com  

www.deamarine.com  
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Sent from my iPad  

  

 

Begin forwarded message:  

From: "David Evans 

and Associates" 

<blake@gmn-

usa.com> 

Date: July 11, 2015 at 

9:12:13 AM PDT 

To: 

<jld@deainc.com>, 

<Jasc@deainc.com> 

Subject: Gas leak on 

Shell pipeline  

 

Jason, 

 

Over night we found a 

potential gas leak. 

The leak is very close 

to a Shell pipeline 

which runs all the 

way from offshore 

onto land. We 

collected full water 

column once on the 

day shift and we 

observed bubbles at 

the sea surface. 

 

Attached is more 

information. 

 

Mick  

<image001.jpg>  
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Jason Creech

From: Tim Osborn - NOAA Federal <tim.osborn@noaa.gov>

Sent: Sunday, July 12, 2015 8:00 PM

To: Ed Landgraf Shell

Cc: Jon Dasler; Jason Creech; Christina Fandel - NOAA Federal

Subject: Re: Gas leak on Shell pipeline

Ed 

 

Thank you for the very pompt response by Shell on this.  

 

 

 

 

To: <tim.osborn@noaa.gov>, <Jld@deainc.com> 

Cc: <christina.fandel@noaa.gov>, <Jasc@deainc.com> 

 

 

 

 

 

Many Many Thanks!!!  I am passing all this along – would be 

interesting to see if there is an impression where the leak is? If so could 

be from a boat anchor or jack up rig leg?  
  
Shell is doing overflights and pressure test on the systems as part of 

the investigation they also made a NRC notification earlier today… 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

From: Tim Osborn - NOAA Federal [mailto:tim.osborn@noaa.gov]  
Sent: Sunday, July 12, 2015 3:47 PM 
To: Jon Dasler 
Cc: Landgraf, Ed L SEPCO-UAS/D/VDW; Christina Fandel - NOAA Federal; Jasc@deainc.com 
Subject: RE: Gas leak on Shell pipeline 
  

Thanks for the continued investigation.  The amount of development and infrastructure in this area that you are 

surveying across is impressive.  

On Jul 12, 2015, at 2:13 PM, Jon Dasler <Jld@deainc.com> wrote: 
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The gas discharge is 200 meters east of an abandoned 8” gas pipeline owned by Southern Natural Gas (details in BOEM 

query below and image attached). It is possible that line is not positioned correctly in the BOEM data base. The Blake is 

sediment sampling in the area today and I asked them to use their 12 kHz deep ocean echosounder as a subbottom 

profiler to see if they can identify a buried pipeline running northeast of the seep and also see if they can detect the 

Shell oil pipeline. The gas seep is in Block MP 299 (image attached).  
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The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.

 

   

   

   

Jon L. Dasler, PE, PLS, CH | Senior Vice President, Director of Marine Services  

David Evans and Associates, Inc. | Marine Services Division | www.deamarine.com  

t: 360.314.3200 | c: 503.799.0168  |  jld@deainc.com  
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The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.

 

   

Follow us on LinkedIn | Twitter | Facebook | YouTube  

   

This email is intended only for the addressee and contains information that is privileged and confidential. If you receive this email in 
error, please do not read, copy, or disseminate it. Please reply to the sender immediately to inform the sender that the email was 

misdirected, then erase it from your computer system.  

   

Please consider the environment before printing this email.  

   

   

From: Tim Osborn - NOAA Federal [mailto:tim.osborn@noaa.gov]  
Sent: Sunday, July 12, 2015 8:24 AM 
To: ed.landgraf@shell.com 
Cc: Jon Dasler; Christina Fandel - NOAA Federal 
Subject: RE: Gas leak on Shell pipeline  

   

Ed  

Thanks. This will be good to verify.  

On Jul 12, 2015, at 9:27 AM, ed.landgraf@shell.com wrote:  

Yes will close the loop looks like might be a natural air seep as we have no gas lines just oil.  

   

From: Tim Osborn - NOAA Federal [mailto:tim.osborn@noaa.gov]  
Sent: Saturday, July 11, 2015 9:47 PM 
To: Landgraf, Ed L SEPCO-UAS/D/VDW 
Cc: Jld@deainc.com; christina.fandel@noaa.gov 
Subject: Re: Gas leak on Shell pipeline  

   

 

Ed   
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Thanks. Can Pipeline get back on their investigation of this?    

   

It was great seeing you and the family last weekend.   

 

On Jul 11, 2015, at 9:44 PM, "ed.landgraf@shell.com" <ed.landgraf@shell.com> wrote:  

Ok thanks I have notified our Shell pipeline folks and they are investigating – may be tomorrow before 

we hear back – I told them just bubbles…  

   

From: Jon Dasler [mailto:Jld@deainc.com]  
Sent: Saturday, July 11, 2015 9:40 PM 
To: Jon Dasler 
Cc: Landgraf, Ed L SEPCO-UAS/D/VDW; tim.osborn@noaa.gov; christina.fandel@noaa.gov 
Subject: Re: Gas leak on Shell pipeline  

   

I also see the product code for this pipeline is oil. The crew did not observe a sheen or a smell. Is 

this an oil pipeline? I suppose this could be a natural seep near the pipeline. There must also be a 

current shear as the gas rises straight up then hits current in the upper water column  

Jon Dasler, PE, PLS  

Director of Marine Services  

David Evans and Associates, Inc.  

360-314-3200  

Direct: 360-314-3202  

Mobile: 503-799-0168  

Email: jld@deainc.com  

www.deamarine.com  

   

Sent from my iPad  
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On Jul 11, 2015, at 6:49 PM, Jon Dasler <Jld@deainc.com> wrote:  

Ed  

   

It looks like the origin and destination lease blocks are what is listed in the BOEM 

query. If I am reading this correctly, the origin of the pipeline is a flange at MP 

290 and the destination is 20-SSTI in Block MP 146. Water depth is 216 feet. The 

Satellite phone for the lab on our survey vessel Blake is 1-480-752-7300. They 

can be reached 24/7.  

<image1.PNG>  

Jon Dasler, PE, PLS  

Director of Marine Services  

David Evans and Associates, Inc.  

360-314-3200  

Direct: 360-314-3202  

Mobile: 503-799-0168  

Email: jld@deainc.com  

www.deamarine.com  

   

Sent from my iPad  

   

 

On Jul 11, 2015, at 6:38 PM, Jon Dasler <Jld@deainc.com> wrote:  

I believe so. I don't have a lease block map in front of me but I see 

that listed on the feature they identified in the BOEM data base. I 

will call the ship.  

Jon Dasler, PE, PLS  

Director of Marine Services  

David Evans and Associates, Inc.  

360-314-3200  
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Direct: 360-314-3202  

Mobile: 503-799-0168  

Email: jld@deainc.com  

www.deamarine.com  

   

Sent from my iPad  

   

 

On Jul 11, 2015, at 6:33 PM, "ed.landgraf@shell.com" 

<ed.landgraf@shell.com> wrote:  

So the Block is MP 146? Just want to confirm?  

   

From: Jon Dasler [mailto:Jld@deainc.com]  
Sent: Saturday, July 11, 2015 8:30 PM 
To: Landgraf, Ed L SEPCO-UAS/D/VDW 
Cc: Jld@deainc.com; tim.osborn@noaa.gov; 
christina.fandel@noaa.gov 
Subject: Re: Gas leak on Shell pipeline  

   

I have a message into our crew on depth. The 

images shows the bubbles over 65 meters off the 

Seafloor (215 ft). The actual water depth may be 

slightly deeper.  

Jon Dasler, PE, PLS  

Director of Marine Services  

David Evans and Associates, Inc.  

360-314-3200  

Direct: 360-314-3202  

Mobile: 503-799-0168  

Email: jld@deainc.com  

www.deamarine.com  
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Sent from my iPad  

   

 

On Jul 11, 2015, at 6:21 PM, 

"ed.landgraf@shell.com" <ed.landgraf@shell.com> 

wrote:  

Go it thanks Jon I will contact our folks.  

   

From: Jon Dasler 
[mailto:Jld@deainc.com]  
Sent: Saturday, July 11, 2015 8:16 PM 
To: Landgraf, Ed L SEPCO-UAS/D/VDW 
Cc: Osborn Tim; Federal Christina 
Fandel - NOAA 
Subject: Fwd: Gas leak on Shell 
pipeline  

   

Ed  

   

The image from our survey boat is 

attached below.  

NAD83 degrees minutes decimal 

seconds  

Lat 29 15 22.17 N  

Long 088 45 51.46 W  

Should be position of leak on 

Seafloor  

They also attached the properties 

from the BOEM data base and a 

photo of the bubbles on the sea 

surface. Please feel free to call or 

email me any time.  
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Jon Dasler, PE, PLS  

Director of Marine Services  

David Evans and Associates, Inc.  

360-314-3200  

Direct: 360-314-3202  

Mobile: 503-799-0168  

Email: jld@deainc.com  

www.deamarine.com  

  

Sent from my iPad  

  

 

Begin forwarded message:  

From: "David Evans 

and Associates" 

<blake@gmn-

usa.com> 

Date: July 11, 2015 at 

9:12:13 AM PDT 

To: 

<jld@deainc.com>, 

<Jasc@deainc.com> 

Subject: Gas leak on 

Shell pipeline  

 

Jason, 

 

Over night we found a 

potential gas leak. 

The leak is very close 

to a Shell pipeline 

which runs all the 

way from offshore 

onto land. We 

collected full water 

column once on the 

day shift and we 

observed bubbles at 
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the sea surface. 

 

Attached is more 

information. 

 

Mick  

<image001.jpg>  



From: Mick Hawkins 

Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 12:35 PM 

To: MRN_Everyone 

Subject: FW: Additional information on gas leak 

Attachments: MP299_MS1000_Sonar Images.zip; MP299_ROV Snap Shots.zip; 

Odyssey_Sheen_Event_Planning_Map_Rev2.pdf 

 
For anyone that is interested, please see the attached images from ROV and sector scanning sonar from 

the gas leak we discovered during NOAA26 operations. Also in the text below there is a section of the 

report from the ROV engineer. 

 

Mick 

 

Mick Hawkins | Operations Manager Gulf Coast Region, Project Manager 
David Evans and Associates, Inc. | Marine Services Division | www.deamarine.com 
t: 360.314.3200 | c: 228.238.3163  |  mhawkins@deainc.com 

 

From: jonathan.j.s.smith@shell.com [mailto:jonathan.j.s.smith@shell.com]  
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 2:15 PM 
To: Mick Hawkins 
Subject: RE: Additional information on gas leak 

 
Mick, 

 

Thanks for the follow-up.  I was out of the office for the last week so just catching up on emails.   

 

We sent a ROV vessel to the site on July 17
th

.   Note that there is a Plugged and Abandoned well drilled 

by Chevron in 1962 in close proximity to the pipeline but due to the positioning accuracy in 1962 the as-

drilled position is in question so we had the ROV fly to the coordinate of record but didn’t see any 

evidence of the well.  Also the pipelines were buried.  I’ve attached a map showing our planning map 

with the well location.  We could not confirm if the bubbles were from a natural seep or associated with 

the well.   

 

Below is the write-up by my Geomatics Engineer onboard the ROV Vessel.  I’m also attaching some 

sonar images of the feature for reference. 

 

Thanks, Jonathan 

 

-------------------------------------------------------  

 

ROV was deployed at 0230 this morning.  The vis in the water column is Ok, but at bottom we 

can only see maybe 2ft if ROV doesn’t stir up the sediment.  Sun has not come up yet, so we 

have been unable to see any evidence on the sea surface.  The vessel put a high beam light on the 

water for us to look, but we were unsuccessful in a surface visual verification (no bubble or 

sheen seen). 

 

 



We navigated the ROV to the seep location and we were able to positively identify the location 

with the ROV video and sonar (see attached).  The USBL position compared well with the 

NOAA coordinate provided. 

 

Seep Location (USBL positioning): 
SPCS27, NAD27, LA South 

N 233466.07’ 

E 2819199.99’ 

 

WGS84 

Lat.     29º 15' 22.093"N 

Long.  88º 45' 51.534"W 

 

When we were at the seep location, we were able to see bubbles at bottom and in the water 

column.  We tried to have the ROV creep in on the seep location from different angles to 

positively identify bubbles coming out of the seabed, but the seep is too strong and is stirring up 

the sediment on bottom.  From sonar scans, we measured an approximate 14ft diameter 

seep.  When we scanned the seep with the sonar from roughly 20ft out, we noticed from one 

angle their appeared to be a hole in the sonar scan just before the seep (see attached).  Not sure 

what this is or if it could be an abandoned well location.  ROV vis would not allow us to perform 

a confirmation. 

 

----------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 
 

 

From: Mick Hawkins [mailto:MHawkins@deainc.com]  
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 4:01 PM 
To: Smith, Jonathan S SEPCO-UAX/Y/GO 
Subject: RE: Additional information on gas leak 

 
Hi Jonathon, 

 

I just wanted to touch base with you on the gas leak that was discovered while we were out on our last 

project. On Tuesday the 18
th

 of August we are heading back out to the same area to finalise our charting 

survey of the area, part of our plan is to go back over the leak that we found and see if it is still there, 

and to try to see if we can confirm that there isn’t any structure sitting above the seafloor associated 

with the leak. It’s pretty deep (for charting purposes), so even if there is something it probably won’t 

affect the chart. I’m 99% positive there is nothing there, but if the gas has gone, we will get a better 

picture of the area. 

 

We also have our low frequency (12kHz) single beam on board and intend on using it to see if we can 

see anything below the mud at the location. 

 



Did you discover if this leak was from a natural source? I realize that it wasn’t from the Shell pipe in the 

area, as it is an oil pipe, but if you do have some more information that could help us disprove that there 

is anything there, it would be greatly appreciated. 

 

Best regards, 

 

Mick Hawkins | Operations Manager Gulf Coast Region, Project Manager 
David Evans and Associates, Inc. | Marine Services Division | www.deamarine.com 
t: 360.314.3200 | c: 228.238.3163  |  mhawkins@deainc.com 
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Jason Creech

From: Tim Osborn - NOAA Federal <tim.osborn@noaa.gov>

Sent: Sunday, July 12, 2015 8:19 PM

To: Jon Dasler

Cc: Christina Fandel - NOAA Federal; Ed Landgraf Shell; Jason Creech; Stanley Tarrant; 

Jamie Gatz; Dave Ledet USCG D8 Waterways; karl.morgan@la.gov

Subject: Oil in H12740, NOAA Surveying and NRC Report on Oil Sheen

 

Thank you for the crew observing and documenting this and for the follow on report to the National Response 

Center.  

 

This will be followed on Monday with the daylight.  

 

 

From: "Jon Dasler" <Jld@deainc.com> 

Date: July 12, 2015 at 9:52:54 PM CDT 

To: "Jon Dasler" <Jld@deainc.com>, "Osborn Tim" <tim.osborn@noaa.gov> 

Cc: "Jason Creech" <Jasc@deainc.com>, "Federal Christina Fandel - NOAA" 

<christina.fandel@noaa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Oil in H12740 

Following is the filed report. 
  
NATIONAL RESPONSE CENTER 1-800-424-8802 
                          *** For Public Use *** 
        Information released to a third party shall comply with any 
  applicable federal and/or state Freedom of Information and Privacy Laws 
                                     
                         Incident Report # 1122590 
 
                            INCIDENT DESCRIPTION 
                    
  *Report taken  at 22:34 on 12-JUL-15 
  Incident Type: UNKNOWN SHEEN 
  Incident Cause: UNKNOWN                                          
  Affected Area: GULF OF MEXICO                                   
  Incident was discovered on 12-JUL-15 at 14:00 local incident time. 
  Affected Medium: WATER   GULF OF MEXICO 
  _______________________________________________________________________ 
                       SUSPECTED RESPONSIBLE PARTY 
 
 
                 XX 
 
  ________________________________________________________________________ 
                           INCIDENT LOCATION 
  MP290    County: BRETON SOUND                                    
  State: LA                                                        
  Latitude: 29° 15' 14" N                                          
  Longitude: 088° 46' 30" W                                        
  GULF OF MEXICO 
  _______________________________________________________________________ 
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                          RELEASED MATERIAL(S) 
  CHRIS Code: OUN    Official Material Name: UNKNOWN OIL 
  Also Known As: 
  Qty Released: 0 UNKNOWN AMOUNT           Qty in Water: 0 UNKNOWN AMOUNT 
  ________________________________________________________________________ 
                         DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT 
  CALLER IS REPORTING AN UNKNOWN SHEEN FROM AN UNKNOWN SOURCE IN THE 
  GULF OF MEXICO. 
 
  ________________________________________________________________________ 
                            INCIDENT DETAILS 
  Platform Rig Name:                                               
  Platform Letter:                                                 
  Location Area ID:                                                
  Location Block ID:                                               
  OCSG Number:                                                     
  OCSP Number:                                                     
  State Lease Number:                                              
  Pier Dock Number:                                                
  Berth Slip Number:                                               
  ---SHEEN INFORMATION---                                            
  Sheen Color: RAINBOW                                             
  Sheen Odor Description:                                          
  Sheen Travel Direction:                                          
  Sheen Size Length:                                               
  Sheen Size Width: 500  METERS                                 
  ---WATER INFORMATION---                                            
  Body of Water: GULF OF MEXICO                                    
  Tributary of:                                                    
  Nearest River Mile Marker:                                       
  Water Supply Contaminated: UNKNOWN                            
 
  ______________________________________________________________________ 
                                IMPACT 
  Fire Involved: NO   Fire Extinguished: UNKNOWN 
 
  INJURIES:   NO   Hospitalized:       Empl/Crew:       Passenger: 
  FATALITIES: NO   Empl/Crew:          Passenger:        Occupant: 
  EVACUATIONS:NO   Who Evacuated:           Radius/Area: 
 
  Damages:    NO 
                                                 Hours   Direction of 
  Closure Type Description of Closure           Closed   Closure 
            N 
  Air:    
            N                                                    Major 
  Road:                                                          Artery:N 
            N 
  Waterway: 
            N 
  Track: 
 
  Environmental Impact: UNKNOWN                                    
  Media Interest: UNKNOWN  Community Impact due to Material:       
  ______________________________________________________________________ 
                            REMEDIAL ACTIONS 
  MAKING NOTIFICATION 
  Release Secured: UNKNOWN                                         
  Release Rate:                                                    
  Estimated Release Duration:                                      
 



3

  ______________________________________________________________________ 
                                WEATHER 
 
  ______________________________________________________________________ 
                       ADDITIONAL AGENCIES NOTIFIED 
  Federal: 
  State/Local: 
  State/Local On Scene: 
  State Agency Number: 
  _______________________________________________________________________ 
                          NOTIFICATIONS BY NRC 
  CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL (GRASP) 
     12-JUL-15 22:43 
  DHS NOC (NOC) 
     12-JUL-15 22:43 
  DOT CRISIS MANAGEMENT CENTER (MAIN OFFICE) 
     12-JUL-15 22:43 
  FLD INTEL SUPPORT TEAM NEW ORLEANS (SUPERVISOR, FIST NEW ORLEANS) 
     12-JUL-15 22:43 
  JFO-LA (COMMAND CENTER) 
     12-JUL-15 22:43 
  JFO-LA (FEMA JFO LA) 
     12-JUL-15 22:43 
  LA DEPT OF ENV QUAL (MAIN OFFICE) 
     12-JUL-15 22:43 
  LA DEPT OF NATURAL RESOURSES (OFFICE OF CONSERVATION) 
     12-JUL-15 22:43 
  LA DEPT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES (MAIN OFFICE) 
     12-JUL-15 22:43 
  LA GOV OFFICE HS AND EMERGENCY PREP (MAIN OFFICE) 
     12-JUL-15 22:43 
  LA OFFICE OF GOV (MAIN OFFICE) 
     12-JUL-15 22:43 
  LA OFFICE OF PUBLIC HEALTH (MAIN OFFICE) 
     12-JUL-15 22:43 
  NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE COORD CTR (MAIN OFFICE) 
     12-JUL-15 22:43 
  NOAA RPTS FOR LA (MAIN OFFICE) 
     12-JUL-15 22:43 
  NATIONAL RESPONSE CENTER HQ (AUTOMATIC REPORTS) 
     12-JUL-15 22:43 
  REPORTING PARTY (RP SUBMITTER) 
     12-JUL-15 22:43 
  SECTOR NEW ORLEANS (COMMAND CENTER) 
 
  LA STATE POLICE (MAIN OFFICE) 
     12-JUL-15 22:43 
  LA STATE POLICE (ANALYTICAL AND FUSION EXCHANGE) 
     12-JUL-15 22:43 
  DEPT OF ENERGY STPR (STRATEGIC PETROLEUM RESERVE-EMERGENCY MGMT) 
     12-JUL-15 22:43 
  USCG DISTRICT 8 (MAIN OFFICE) 
     12-JUL-15 22:43 
  USCG DISTRICT 8 (PLANNING) 
     12-JUL-15 22:43 
  _______________________________________________________________________ 
                         ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
  CALLER HAS PHOTOS AND A SKETCH IF ANYONE WOULD LIKE TO VIEW THEM. 
  ______________________________________________________________________ 
                 *** END INCIDENT REPORT #1122590 *** 
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            Report any problems by calling 1-800-424-8802 
         PLEASE VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT http://www.nrc.uscg.mil 

 
From: Jon Dasler 
Sent: Sun 7/12/2015 7:46 PM 
To: Jon Dasler; Osborn Tim 
Cc: Jason Creech; Federal Christina Fandel - NOAA 
Subject: RE: Oil in H12740 

I filed a report with the National Response Center. Report #1122590. They will email me a copy of the 
report and notify the USCG. The direction this may be coming from is where they are removing pipelines 
in Chandeleur Sound in our survey area for OPR-J311. 
  
Jon L. Dasler, P.E., P.L.S.,C.H. 
Senior Vice President, Director Of Marine Services 
David Evans and Associates, Inc. 
Main: (360) 314-3200 Direct: (360) 314-3202 
Mobile: (503) 799-0168 
e-mail jld@deainc.com 
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From: Jon Dasler 
Sent: Sun 7/12/2015 7:24 PM 
To: Osborn Tim 
Cc: Jason Creech; Federal Christina Fandel - NOAA 
Subject: Fwd: Oil in H12740 

More information on spotted oil slick. I am not sure if the helicopter they saw taking photos was USCG or not. 

It may have been the Shell over flight. 
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From: "David Evans and Associates" <blake@gmn-usa.com> 

Date: July 12, 2015 at 7:17:03 PM PDT 

To: <jld@deainc.com> 

Cc: <jasc@deainc.com> 

Subject: Oil in H12740 

Jon, 

 

Attached is information on the oil found in the area. We saw and smelled the oil on the first pass 

through this sheen, the second pass we did not see any oil, just a sheen on the surface, by the 

time we came through the third time the weather had picked up and the oil, sheen and smell had 

completely gone. 

 

As I said on the phone, we had discussed with Rosanne about reporting it to the Coast Guard, she 

said she saw a helicopter flying around taking photos. Once the weather picked up, we didn't 

think there was anything left to report. 

 

Mick 
The linked image cannot be  
displayed.  The file may  hav e  
been mov ed, renamed, or  
deleted. Verify that the link  
points to the correct file and  
location.

 

 

 

Tim 

 

 

Crew is reporting a large oil slick in H12740 coming from NE outside survey area. I will call them for position 

and approximate size. 

 

Jon Dasler, PE, PLS 

Director of Marine Services 

David Evans and Associates, Inc. 

360-314-3200 

Mobile 503-799-0168 

Email: jld@deainc.com 

www.deamarine.com 

 

 

Sent from my iPhone 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

 

 

From: "David Evans and Associates" <blake@gmn-usa.com> 

Date: July 12, 2015 at 6:06:29 PM PDT 

To: <jasc@deainc.com>, <jld@deainc.com>, <rmch@deainc.com>, <jame@deainc.com>, 

<cmhu@deainc.com>, <kmsc@deainc.com>, <mjch@deainc.com>, Mike Hill 

<mlhi@deainc.com>, <msha@deainc.com>, <pwhe@deainc.com>, <jxst@deainc.com> 

Subject: NOAA26 Blake Sitrep 07122015 
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--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

SITREP FOR: S/V BLAKE 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PROJECT: NOAA0026     

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

DATE: 12 July 2015 

DAY NUMBER: 193     

TIME: UTC 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Survey Crew: Mick Hawkins, Pat Heidingsfelder, Jediah Bishop,  

        Jason Dorfman, Dave Moehl       

Captain/Engineer: Rosanne Weglinski 

Captain: JB McClenon 

Engineer: Danny Gouge 

Cook/Mate: Sonja Bridges 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

On Water Ops:            24.0 Hrs 

Survey Main scheme:     14.0 Hrs in H12740 

Survey Fill: 4.0 Hrs in H12740 

Survey Fill: 1.0 Hrs in H12737 

Crossline:    0.0 Hrs 

Fill: 0.0 Hrs 

Weather:     0.0 Hrs 

Equipment: 0.0 Hrs 

Transit:                 0.0 Hrs 

Weekly Checks:         0.0 Hrs  

Other:             5.0 Hrs Bottom Samples in H740 & H739 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Survey Mileage:         75.46 NM H12740 

Fill Mileage: 5.50 NM H12740 

Fill Mileage: 0.61 NM H12737 

---------------------------------------------------------------------  

Current Day Operation: Conducted Main Scheme and Fill MBES collection  

in H12740. Completed Bottom Samples for H12739 and H12740. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Next Day Operations: Complete H12740 Main Scheme and Crosslines; check 

for holiday and density gaps; Patch test and weekly checks.  

Return to GPT. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

COMMENTS:Continued H12740 main scheme and completed fill on known  

holidays. Completed bottom samples for H12740 and H12739. No issues  

with the bottom sampler, the weather was not ideal, but with the  

captain on the stern controls the vessel remained stable enough to  

successfully complete the task.  

Checked coverage for H12737, 739 and 740 and determined sufficient 

coverage was obtained. 

Large patch of oil in the middle of survey area, slick seemed to come  

from the North East of H12740 (outside of survey area), Weather picked  

up and we could not identify the source of the oil. 
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Equipment: Screw jacks seem to be making popping noises when  

tightened, these are now the weakest point in the strut design. We will  

want to have spares on board before the next project.  

Weather: Forecast turned ugly overnight, 3-4ft seas, strong winds  

from the North. Forecast was to worsen, but fortunately this was not 

the case and by mid-afternoon the weather had improved greatly. 

Metatracker update: Completed first review through DN193 

Coverage Update: Completed 99.9% coverage of H12737 (remaining  

holidays are under platforms); 100% coverage of H12738; 100%  

coverage of H12739; 89.6% coverage of H12740. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 



If you have any questions, please direct them back to me via email or phone 757-441-6746 

x102. 

Thank you for your assistance with this matter. 

Respectfully, 

Vanessa Self Miller 

Hydrographer/Physical Scientist 

Atlantic Hydrographic Branch 

439 West York St. 

Norfolk, VA 23510 

757-441-6746 x102 



APPROVAL PAGE 

H12740 

Data meet or exceed current specifications as certified by the OCS survey acceptance review 
process.  Descriptive Report and survey data except where noted are adequate to supersede prior 
surveys and nautical charts in the common area. 

The following products will be sent to NCEI for archive 
- H12740_DR.pdf 
- Collection of depth varied resolution BAGS 
- Processed survey data and records 
- H12740_GeoImage.pdf  

The survey evaluation and verification has been conducted according current OCS 
Specifications, and the survey has been approved for dissemination and usage of updating 
NOAA’s suite of nautical charts. 

Approved:_____________________________________________________________________ 
Lieutenant Commander Briana Welton, NOAA 
Chief, Atlantic Hydrographic Branch 
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